MCCA Scholarship Rules
 Purpose: To increase involvement of youth in MCCA. Encourage volunteerism in Montgomery County to non-profit organizations.  Encourage youth in development of a healthy lifestyle.  Involvement in MCCA will provide a way for youth to deal with the stress of a cancer diagnosis in their family or among their friends. 

 Amount of scholarships: $1,000 increments. A total of four $1,000 scholarships may be earned by any individual applicant.

Where scholarships may be used:  Any accredited post high school educational institution. Scholarships are applied directly to tuition, books, and living expenses by MCCA. Scholarships may be used at any recognized institution in the United States. Scholarships may be used for tuition, books, fees, and living expenses for any college, trade school, business school, or junior college recognized by the state in which it does business. 

When scholarships may be used: Upon proof of enrollment at any post high school accredited educational institution. 

 Who is eligible ?: Any Montgomery County school age person between the ages of 14 and 21 in good standing with a Montgomery county public or private school. “Home schooled students” are eligible with documentation acceptable to the screening committee. Awarded scholarships will be held “in escrow” until grantees reach 23 years of age. If the money, held in escrow is not used, it reverts to MCCA to be used in furtherance of MCCA purposes.   “Escrow” money shall not accrue interest for the student but will accrue interest for MCCA. All unclaimed scholarship money will be kept in an account to generate interest for future scholarships. Awarded scholarships and unclaimed money will be kept in the same pool.

Members of the screening committee who are related to applicants must make the relationship known to the other committee members and resign from the committee for that year. 

 Application Process:  Applicants must obtain a copy of the MCCA Scholarship rules (provided with the application) and agree in writing to follow the rules. 
Pre-approval: Applicants should present a proposal outlining the service activities they plan for pre-approval by the screening committee.  Applications will be available for a period of time defined by the application screening committee. After the date agreed on by the application screening committee, no more applications will be distributed or accepted for pre-approval.  Pre-approval will be completed ten days after submission of applications accompanied by proposals or as soon as possible on a date agreed upon by the committee. Completed applications accompanied by documentation of service will be due at a date published by the MCCA Scholarship Screening Committee and noted at the top of the application.  Availability of applications will be announced annually in the local print and radio media and accompanied by an application (print media) for student membership in MCCA. 

1. Students must keep a record of their service to MCCA or to any other non-profit organization. 

2. To be eligible for a scholarship, students must have completed 50 hours of service, minimum, to MCCA or to another non-profit service organization active in Montgomery County and submit a “Service Log” showing the time, date, location, and kind of service.  Each entry must be “witnessed” by an adult, over 18 and accompanied by a phone number, e-mail address, or an address where the person can be contacted who “witnessed” the service.  The “Service Log” form is to be approved by MCCA and blank logs may be copied as needed by applicants.
3. Applicants presenting documented, verifiable 50 hours minimum service to MCCA will receive first consideration for scholarships. If applicants with 50 hours service to MCCA are awarded scholarships and “unawarded” scholarhips remain, applicants with other service will be considered. 

4. Students must show they are a student “in good standing” with their current institution of learning, or that they have graduated “in good standing” from their last educational institution in order to seek approval for application for an MCCA scholarship.  “In good standing” means enrolled in an Illinois school, public or private or home school, passing all subjects and subject to no disciplinary actions that would jeopardize enrollment such as academic or behavioral probation. Documentation of “good standing” is furnished by a principal’s signature confirming that the student is enrolled and is, “subject to no disciplinary actions that would jeopardize enrollment such as academic or behavioral probation.”   
5. Applications will be “spot checked” for accuracy and verified.  Unverifiable entries will be cause for exclusion for consideration for a scholarship at the discretion of the screening committee.
6. Documentation of the most service will receive preference in awarding of scholarships to MCCA volunteers.  

7. After awards for service to MCCA volunteers have been decided, any additional scholarships may be awarded to students for service to other Montgomery County non-profits.

8. Submission of an application after the due date on the application may be cause for disqualification. 

9. Falsification of information on the applicant’s “Service Log” will be cause for disqualification. 

10.  Inaccuracy of the applicant’s “Service Log” may be cause for disqualification.     

Non-Discrimination: No applicant for MCCA scholarships may be denied on the basis of age (within the limits of 14 to 21), race, gender, or religion.

