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Scholastic Clay Target Teams Compete at Sparta

More than 100 teams totaling in excess of 500 shooters from throughout Illinois competed Saturday, June 23, 2007 in the Illinois State Scholastic Clay Target Program Trapshooting competition held at the World Shooting and Recreation Complex near Sparta.  This was the largest gathering of Junior High and High School aged trapshooting competitors in the nation.

SCTP activities are designed to incorporate two indispensable elements – safety and fun.  Safety is incorporated into 3 every facet of every SCTP activity.  The learning environment at team practices and at competitive shoots is designed to include the element of fun for all participants.  SCTP participants learn the safe and responsible handling and use of firearms.  They discover the joy of contributing to a shared team goal and the commitment that goes along with it.  During this self-discovery process team members develop proficiency in a sport that can be shared and enjoyed with family and friends for a lifetime.

Five teams totaling 25 students from Montgomery, Macoupin and Bond Counties met weekly for practice as guests of the Litchfield Sportsman Club beginning in March.  The competitors shot more than 16000 rounds of ammunition and clay targets in preparation for this event without one safety violation.
The competitors consisted of two teams of five in the Intermediate Division.  The first Intermediate team was comprised of Logan Voyles (13), Coffeen; Chad Durbin (13), Butler; Tyler Durbin (12), Hillsboro; Austin Lee (13), Sorento and Brett Holliday (12), Litchfield.  The second Intermediate team included Max Reitz (12), Hillsboro; Jonathon Kinney (11), Litchfield; Parker Wilhelm (13), Irving; Jeremy Sebring (12), Litchfield and Quinton Hughes (13), Hillsboro.  The Junior Varsity Division consisted of two teams including John Wilson (15) and Alex Joyce (16), Litchfield; Devin Tefteller (14) and Dakota Seward (14), Hillsboro; and Ty Mullins (14), Mt. Olive.  The second team included Abby Wilhelm (16), Irving; Briar Smith (15), Hillsboro; Nicholas Strack (15), Donnellson; Noelan Malloy (15), Fillmore; and John Pocklington (16), Butler.  The Varsity team included Dakota Young (16), Litchfield; Danielle Durbin (16), Butler; Tyler Smith (15), Hillsboro; Jeff Adden (17), Nokomis; and Megan Pocklington (18), Butler.
There were notable achievements made by several shooters.  Chad Durbin, John Wilson and Briar Smith each had a perfect 25 for 25 round.  Logan Voyles had two perfect rounds of 25.  Chad and Logan had a friendly competition going as after they both shot their perfect scores in the same round they tried again for back to back rounds.  Each missed one target in the following round for a 49 out of 50 score.  Each of them were awarded a “25 Straight” patch from their coaches to sew on their shooting vest.

Logan Voyles, John Wilson, Nicholas Strack and Danielle Durbin won laser engraved plaques for High Individual Score honors from the local program.  Voyles powdered 188 out of 200 targets, Wilson shattered 184, Strack broke 163 and Durbin struck 167 out of 200 targets each.  Megan Pocklington was honored as the Most Improved Shooter.
Contributions were made to the program by local businesses and conservation groups in and near Montgomery County including Pheasants Forever, Prairie Whitetails, Glenn Shoals Struttin’ Gobblers (Witt), Tri-County Quail Unlimited, West Central Woods Shadow Chapter (Litchfield) of the National Wild Turkey Federation, Midwest Targets, Litchfield Sportsman Club, Durbin Excavating and Stacey’s Route 66 Café.

The team members and their parents also raised money for ammunition and clay targets by selling raffle tickets for five $100 gift certificates to Cabela’s.  Winners of the certificates were John Schewe, Steve Grimes, Rosamond, Gerald Adden, Nokomis and Lance Malloy of Fillmore won twice.  Mr. Malloy donated both of his certificates back to the program.  Shawn Reynolds, President of the Prairie Whitetails, gave away a 12 gauge Mossberg shotgun which was won by John Wilson, Litchfield.
Intermediate team 1 hit 818 targets out of 1000, Intermediate team 2 hit 637 targets, the Junior Varsity team 1 hit 847 targets, the Junior Varsity team 2 hit 757 targets and the Varsity team hit 659 targets out of 1000.  , 

