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January 3, 2005

Dear Principals and Art Teachers:

It is time once again to announce the annual Pheasants Forever Wildlife Art Contest for all students in grades 7-12 in Montgomery County.  The Montgomery County Pheasants Forever Chapter along with the University of Illinois Extension in Montgomery County are sponsoring this program to impress upon students the need to improve and expand soil, water, and wildlife projects in the area.  It is our hope that the awareness your students gain from this opportunity for conservation will have a positive impact on their lives.

The art contest will be open until May 3, 2005 and is divided into grades 7-9 and 10-12.  The rules for the contest allow for any medium to be used as long as the picture is on a 12”x 16” paper.  All entries must portray wildlife (animals, fish, insects, amphibians, etc.) and habitat (trees, flowers, grasses, shrubs, etc.) that are found in Montgomery County, Illinois.  The students name, grade, school, home address and telephone number must be on the back of the picture.

We are asking that an art teacher or faculty member facilitate the contest to the students.  By this, we are asking you to announce the program to your students and collect any artwork that they submit.  We will pick up the artwork from your school on Tuesday, May 3.   By announcing the contest to you in January, we are allowing more time to prepare for the contest, in hopes of more students being able to participate.

A panel of three area judges will select the top three entries from each category.  A $100 U.S. Savings Bond will be awarded to each of the six winners.  A best of show picture will be selected from the six winners.  An additional $100 U.S. Savings Bond will be awarded to the best of show winner.  

Please contact me if you have questions and thank you for helping to make this project a positive learning experience.  

Sincerely,

Kelli A. Bassett
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