Art Contest 

A Vital Habitat Link
By Glenn Savage
7/29/06
Go on line at montgomerycopheasantsforever@yahoo.com to get all the instructions and details to start an art contest.
The Montgomery County Pheasants Forever Art Contest has been a part of the Annual Banquet since 2001. The art contest, founded by Chick Bishop, was conceived as a way to generate publicity regarding habitat and to involve youth in Pheasants Forever.  Board members credit the art contest for bringing youth and their parents not otherwise interested in hunting or conservation to the banquet and making a positive impression on them. 
An art contest is a “natural” for a PF banquet.  It features “conservation art”, such as works by Terry Redlin, which is traditionally part of the fund raising foundation of Pheasants Forever.  An art contest shows the community that PF is interested in youth and their education as well as conservation.  

Creating an art contest is not time consuming nor does it require expertise in art.  You have access to all the forms needed to start your own art contest by going on line at <montgomerycopheasantsforever@yahoo.com> There you will find all the documents you need. Just download the documents and modify them to suit your needs and time frames. 

Here is a list of the documents and a few comments about each one. 

Grant Outline-The University of Illinois Extension in Hillsboro has an Educational Specialist on staff.  In exchange for an annual grant of $500 the Educational Specialist does the annual art contest for Montgomery County Pheasants Forever!  As you can see, the cost of an art contest is itemized and well within the budget of most chapters. The grant outline also functions as a flow chart or a checklist of all the details of an art contest. One item that should be added is to choose judges of the art contest.  Persons asked to judge generally react positively and act as though judging is an honor. Soil, Water, Conservation employees, PF Board Members, Hunter Safety Instructors and others have been asked to judge.  At the bottom of the grant outline, there is a total of $471.32  that includes the bonds and all the materials plus travel for the educational specialist. That is the figure that the $500 grant is based on. $220 (the bottom figure) is the estimated value of the time the Educational Specialist spends on the art contest. 
January Letter to Teachers and Principals- Modify this letter to reflect the dates and other specifics that you choose for your contest.  A key modification made for this year, and reflected in the children’s art was the requirement to portray habitat.  “All entries must portray wildlife (animals, fish, insects, amphibians, etc.) and habitat (trees, flowers, grasses, shrubs, etc.) that are found in Montgomery County, Illinois.”  This requirement was added because many previous art entries showed various mammals and birds in isolation. 
News Release- Many communities have private schools and children who attend home schools.  This news release invites all youth of the right school age to participate.

 August Letter to Artists- The August letter is a reminder to artists that they will be honored at the Annual PF Banquet. Details regarding tickets for parents are to be decided by the local chapter.
Letter to Principals and Art Teachers- This letter is used if chapter representatives plan to visit the art classes and talk about inclusion of habitat.  This is also a chance to introduce youth to our organization in a positive way. In the letter, 10 minutes are requested. 10 minutes is only enough time to announce the contest and answer a question. Fifteen minutes is a more appropriate amount of time.  When the chapter representative calls the teacher to arrange a date and time usually the teacher is willing to grant an amount of time equal to the student’s willingness to pay attention.  So, go prepared, with some pictures, magazines, copy of the rules, and comments so you have a presentation they will react to. 

Rules 2006- Take time to review and approve the rules before distributing them, change the time, dates, and deadlines to suit your chapter. 
Award Letter- Modify as needed for your chapter. 
Digital Rules- Our chapter is beginning a digital art contest.  Our chapter has a power point presentation running during the banquet.  Digital images will be displayed on that screen and winners will be recognized with the winners of the “regular” art contest.

If you have questions or comments about an art contest, e-mail Glenn Savage at gsavage@consolidated.net. 
