C1 analyse how the changing concept of childhood has influenced the development of legislation and early years provision 

In the 17th and 18th century children were seen as ‘mini’ adults, so were put to work at an early age. Most children became cloth workers or chimney sweeps by the age of ten. In the industrial revolution the number of children workers increased. More houses were needed to accommodate the increase of people who had come to towns to find work. For this reason houses were smaller, and had smaller chimneys so needed smaller children to clean them. Children as young as six years old were being used. If they were unwilling to do the job they were often beaten by their carers, if the child was to become stuck they were often pulled out and if that didn’t work walls were ripped down but by that point the child would be dead. 


At present time any child that is killed or beaten would have their abuser prosecuted for their crime. The media would then alert the public of what happened. However, in the 17th and 18th century the parents of such children would have been more worried of where they would get their money from and how much it would cost to fix the damage.   

