E1 

Clearly describe the changing concept of childhood 

 How children have been viewed has changed dramatically over the years. In the 17th century child only had a 50% chance of living past the age of ten, for this reason many people didn’t value a child’s life as much as an adult. However as the years went by the amount of children living past the age of ten increased and because of this people had to start treating them differently. In the 18 hundreds it was not uncommon to have boys sweep chimneys, but during the industrial revolution more housed needed to be built quickly and cheaply this lead to the chimneys being smaller with narrow flues which were very difficult to enter and clean. It was a common thing to send the smallest child up the chimney with a brush, The children could be as young as six. If a child did not want to go up the chimney then he was usually be beaten or if he didn’t want to go any further up the chimney they would put a straw fire under him for encouragement. A house wives would preferred a child to climb the chimney than any other means of cleaning. The parish officers or the child’s parents sold the child’s labour to the person. 

This shows that at this time children were seen as a tool, an ease way for a person to make money without having to work as hard themselves. Parents today wouldn’t even dream of putting their children out to work but back then it would have been them that sent them off and agreed work with a factory or with a merchant.

 The child could get sores on his knees, elbows and back that did not always heal quickly and legs frequently became deformed from chimney sweeping. If a child became stuck he would be pulled down with rope if that did not work they would take apart part of the wall but by this time they would be extracting a corpse. In the 18th century a philanthropist Jonas Hanway began to awaken the public to the hardships the children were facing. And an act was passed in 1788 stopping the child from being used as sweeps however it was infective as there was no one to enforce it. 

This shows that the government did not see this as a big problem because if they were truly concerned they would have assigned justices of the peace (governors) to find a way to enforce it.     

A the same time other children (mainly girls) were working in factories. The machines were not hard to operate therefore factory owners preferred children workers as they were the cheapest labour and there was often a shortage of other labour. Few employers showed concern of the well being of their workers, the children worked for long hours and got little sleep, the children got little food, did not have proper wash/toilet facilities and no suitable place to sleep. The children would often get ill from lack of food, water and brakes. They could become deformed from having to stand all the time. They could also lose limbs or even be killed from becoming trapped in the machinery.

The appalling way theses children were treaded may be partly explained by the difference in situation. Before the industrial revolution most children worked in a domestic environment i.e. at home with mother. In the domestic environment there were very little ways a child can get hurt for this reason factory owners did not consider that the children would need looking after. 

It took government action form them to recognise this, they did this by introducing the factory acts. Which stated that the child had to have lots of rest and could only work 12 hours a day. They also have to feed them well and give them some form of education. This shows that the idea that children need looking after has finally started to sink in and the government are trying to do something about it.  

In the twentieth century much more time was spent looking at welfare of children and how to make it better, even less children were dying at young age and because midwives and doctors were stating to be trained more effectively, less children and their mothers were dying at birth. In 1906 an act was passed which stated the local authorities had to provide food for the children most in need of it. The next year the medical inspection service was introduced. This aloud children who would not have the money to go to a doctor independently could get medical care anyway which lead to more children being healthier as illness was diagnosed earlier, could be treated quicker and before it got to dangerous. In 1908 the child act was passed stating that all children have the right to a happy and safe life. It is still in use today, not allowing children in pubs, smoking under the age of 16 and not being allowed to going into prison under the age of 14.   

This also shows that the government is trying to change how people see children and giving them a better chance at having a good life.

In 1933 the young persons act was passed, this made is illegal for people to be cruel to children, reinforcing the factory acts by sating the children should not have to work long hours, should have sufficient food, education and should not be beaten. By this time it was far more common for children to be in school until they were sixteen years old this lead to the child being able to learn skills which would help them to look after themselves when going into the working world. Parents had also changed and saw the importance of a child having a childhood and a good education. 

 This shows that people were considering that children need looking after as they can not look after themselves and that children need to have a good start in life to a nice adulthood.

Children learn right and wrong for their parents or main care giver, if that care giver doesn’t know right from wrong that the child will not eather that is why nit was so important for the government to pass an act stating that all children must attend school. That way there is someone else can teach the child right from wrong. If a child does not know right from wrong they can not know when they are being  mistreated. Also children can not speak up for themselves if something is wrong so having children going to school a teacher can see any differentses in the child’s behaver     

