C3 Analyse the extent to which early years provision has been effected by the recent government initiative/reform

The government had to do something drastic after Victoria’s case became public, because many people now saw how ineffective the government’s child protection laws and practises. Due to the change in views to how children should be treated, people when they heard about Victoria and the horrific treatment she endured before her death wanted the government to take action. 

Victoria’s case shown light on the ineffective way the hospital involved treated her case, for this reason the government had to change the way that hospital and all other hospitals work. The government now ensure that all children’s hospitals and wards have their own child protection officer, who can look at any case that, could be child cruelty. This is good because it means that children can have an educated eye watching over them and there will no longer be a long wait before a child protection officer sees a child. This is also a good thing because it means that the child’s abuser will not have a long time to make up the reason for the injuries, which happened in Victoria’s case. This could however be a bad thing because the child’s abuser may avoid taking the child to an hospital at all as they do not want to be court, which means the child is likely to suffer more. Increasing the health visits in schools, that way the child can get help without the abuser knowing about it, could lessen this. Also in hospitals all nurses are now trained to look for early warning signs that a child is being abused. This is good because if is the nurses which have the most interaction with the child so they are more likely to pick up on such things faster than a child protection officer. And they are also the ones who ask the child protection officer to come and have a look at the child’s case. This could be bad because if the nurse believes the abuser’s story may let the child go even if the child has injuries that could be deliberately inflicted. This can be lessened by the nurse being told to get child protection officer just to be on the safe side.

Victoria’s case also brought the lack of care given by teachers to the attention of the government. The government now because of this has every teacher trained to look of the early warning signs of child abuse, they can do this by looking at the child’s behaviour, appearance and health. This is good because if the child has been discharged by a hospital which did not consider it to be abuse can still get help from another source. Also the teacher can get someone who is experienced in child abuse case to also look at the child to see if the are really being abused and if so that person will know the right way to get this stopped and the child being safe and cared for again. This could be a bad thing because the abuser may stop sending the child to school. This could slow down the child’s development but it also takes the only sanctuary the child has away and the child is more at risk from more abuse, as they are with the abuser for longer. This could be stopped if the abuser is kept unaware that the teachers know this. 

Teachers also have checks performed on them so ensure they are not themselves harming any children. This is a good thing because the children will be getting the best education and will be safe. It also stops parents from being accused of child abuse when the teachers being the one doing it all along.

The government have also set up many more family support groups which enables abused children to get help without their abuser knowing and having the help to stop them abusing them. They can also come to one of these groups if they want help but are to scared to go to the police. This is good because if the abuse has not been recognised by the school or hospital then they themselves can get help without abuser founding out before the child is in a safe place. This is also good because the groups can offer the child other support to come to terms with the abuse and to help them to have a better life. This could be bad because the child may not e able to get way from the abuser long enough to come to one of these group. Having the groups come into schools or being linked to schools so that a child can go there during school time could combat this. 

The police now have a division, which deals with just abuse cases, they are trained to recognise abuse cases, in how to keep the child safe and bring the abuser to justice. This is good because the case will be dealt with by only experienced people, so if the case has been overlooked by the hospital, teacher and the groups then it will not be missed by the police. This could be a bad thing because the child my not be able to go to the police, however this could be changed by having more police out and about so the child can talk to them whenever they can.  

The government have also made it so that all children get a health check ups in school, to ensure that the children who are being abused and have not been to a hospital still get health care. Also they can examine the children that the teacher thinks is being abused to see if there is any evidence to see if the child is being abused. This is a good thing because children, who are not able to go to the hospital because their abuser does not want to be court, can still be treated. If the hospital have overlooked the child’s injuries then this is another chance for the authorities to make the child safe. Dental care and immunisations are also given to children through schools. This is good because the child is getting the care they need which their abuser may not be giving them. This is good because if enables the child to have a better life after the abuser is brought to justice. This could be a bad thing because the abuser may not send the child to school in fear of being court, which means that the child will be spending more time at home this could be combated by the child not telling them that the doctor is coming into school.

Schools are also given more funds from the government to hold more after school clubs in which children can take part in many fun activities. This is a good thing because this gives the child somewhere else to be after school hours so will suffer less abuse because the are spending less time at home. People who have experience with abused children also run these clubs. This means that they will be able to tell and help the children to get away from their abuser. These clubs also give the child more time to do some thing they enjoy. This is a good thing because it enables the child to have a slightly better quality of life.

The government also pays for children to go to nurseries, so that poor parents can still take their children there. This is a good thing because children are away from the people who are likely to abuse them also abusers are likely to use this service because it is free. 

