C2 explain the strengths and weaknesses of the recent government initiative/reforms 

The government tries its best to pass laws, which benefit the general public and are basted on the facts they are given at the time however this does not always give the best results. Some laws have loopholes and many people can get away with a crime by saying that they fit into that loophole, this is bad because people who commit a crime which is very bad and has harmed another person can get away with it. When this happens the government then try to reform the law so that it can not happen again. This is what the government has done because of the Victoria climbie case. 

Victoria climbie was a seven-year-old girl who died in 2000 at the hands of her carers. Victoria was brought to Briton to live with her Aunt Marie-Therese Kouao (Kouao). They first lived in Paris but soon left as French authorities were pursuing Kouao over benefit payments. Then they moved to the UK in July 1999. They moved in with Carl Manning (Manning) and within days Victoria would be suffering abuse at the hands of Manning.

 On the 14th 0f that month Victoria made her first visit to hospital after the daughter of her childminder suspected non-accidental injuries. The doctor however accepted Kouao’s story that Victoria herself coursed the wounds. 

This is something that the government needs to look at because at this time Victoria could not speak English and even if she could she would have been too afraid to say anything. Therefor it is the doctor’s job to recognised when the child is being harmed or if it was an accident.

Later that month Victoria was back in the hospital with scolding to her head and face, doctors immediately suspected the injuries were deliberately inflicted. Kouao tells Lisa Arthuworrey her social worker and PC Jones that she poured hot water on Victoria to stop her from scratching her head, she also told them that Victoria coursed injuries to herself with utensils.  On the 6th of august she was discharged from the hospital into the care of Kouao, after child protection authorities accept explanation of the injuries.

This again should be looked at by the health and police authorities, as they first thought that this was caused deliberately and then anyway still released Victoria back into their custody. If this had not have happened Victoria may still be alive now, laws have been passed which allows children to be taken away from carers so that they can have a better life and to keep them safe however this did not happen of Victoria.

From October to January manning forced Victoria to sleep in a bin liner in the bath and on the first of November Kouao tells social services that manning had sexually Victoria however the next day she withdrew this. PC Jones was asked to fallow this up but after sending a letter and getting no reply Jones gave up. 

This is also something that needs addressing, Kouao probably withdrew the statement because Manning had made her. This could have been sorted out and both Victoria and Kouao could have been moved to a safe house where they could have been safe and could have brought Manning to justice. However because this did not happen the violence continued.

On the 24th of February Victoria was again taken to hospital suffering from malnutrition and hypothermia. The next day she died. She was examined and was found to have 128 injuries and scars.

This may not have happened if everybody around her did his or her job properly. Manning and Kouao were charged with murder but Manning pleads guilty to child cruelty and manslaughter. However both Manning and Kouao are found guilty of murder and are sentenced to life imprisonment. 

Due to how this case was handled in the months leading up to Victoria’s death the government launched an inquiry as to why Victoria didn’t get help at an earlier date. The enquiries started with the question, “Where should children come into contact with various agencies that operate nationally?” In everyday life, the answer would be within the education service, the health service, the housing department, and social services. With Victoria, however, this did not happen. Therefore, more agencies need to be set up to stop what happened to Victoria from happening to other children.

Another question was the lack of ability to track every child in the country. More machinery, computers and technology need to be used to be able to find every child. If this is put forward, a child such a Victoria won’t be allowed be returned to her carers, because her background will be on record, showing her history of abuse. This is a strength because this information can be accessed by everyone in the health service so having files going missing will not be a problem as they can just look it up and will the know that the child is being abused. However, this could be a weakness because an inexperienced staff member may not be able to use this technology, being used to a simpler file system. Therefore, they may make clear mistakes, causing huge problems for the child. This can be overcome by training all the staff to use the system correctly, making it an effective service.

The other issue that arose was knowing a child’s whereabouts when considering new arrivals into the country. Had Victoria been investigated when coming onto the country, the authorities would have realised that she was not with her legal parents, that she was using a false name, and that Kouao was running from the French government. If this had been investigated they would’ve been sent back to France, never would’ve met Manning, and the abuse would have never have started. This is a strength because if this is implemented, other children will not have to suffer the same fate as Victoria. 

It also suggested that the performance of social workers be monitored. If Victoria’s social worker had not have lost the notes, Victoria would not have been sent home with Kouao. This is a strength because if that social worker had made those mistakes before, she could have been corrected for her incompetence. Therefore, Victoria, again, wouldn’t have been sent home. If monitoring is implemented, then any cases, which may have been left unresolved, can be reviewed and any changes to the child’s status can be made. This could be a weakness because the social worker may try to do their job in a different way which may not be as effective just because they do not want to be considered to be not doing their job properly.

The inquiry stated that all parts of the social services need to communicate with each other so that not one child is overlooked. If this is done it would be a strength because if a child moves from one part of the country to another the child will still be know as to be at risk and will not be passed off as a first injury. E.g. if a child as been to one hospital for deliberate injures then the offender may take them to a different hospital so they are not seen as suspicious. If this is implemented then both hospitals will know that its not the first time they have been in for these types of injury.

However it seems that even with these new implements in place children are still being abused by their carer.  In 2005 a couple were found guilty of the manslaughter of a three year old boy who they had adopted, if the social worker had done their job properly then they would have known that they were going to be bad carers. And if the social worker had been checked on then they would have been found to not doing their job properly and the child would have been taken away. 

