CLAUDIUS ESSAY THINGY WOTSIT DOODLE-MONKEY

+ Role In Play


Revenge Theme: Main Character*

+ Personality


Two-Faced!!



Friendly and Great



Evil [see ‘Actions’]

Unreliable, therefore?


Ambitious



Crown-Grabbing

Wife-Grabbing


Scheming



Spying (Using Roz & Gun)



Spying (Using Pol)



Battle Kill (Laertes vs. Hamlet)




Conversation




The Battle (Description)

+ His Actions


All Evil?



Death Warrant on Hamlet



‘Stealing’ Gertrude



Murder of Brother


Good?



Love (?) For Hamlet & Gertrude [see ‘Relationships’]

Prayer for Repentance (guilt?)

[see ‘Political Handlings’]



+ His Soliloquies

Contrasting


First: Guilty Prayer  [page #137]

“O My offence is rank, it smells to heaven,

It hath the primal eldest curs upon’t

A brothers murder! Pray can I not,

Through my inclination be as sharp as will.

My stronger guilt defeats my stronger intent…

“…My words fly up, my thoughts remain below;

Words without thoughts never to heaven go.”   (A3/Sc3)

This is Claudius’ contrite side; his guilt for the sin that he’s committed. He shows here that he knows very much what he has done, and realises also that there is now absolutely nothing that can be done about it. This soliloquy is also intended to stir second thoughts amongst the audience, as to whether or not Claudius really deserves to be murdered by Hamlet. Shakespeare has created here a character with the ability to be both an evil brother-murdering fiend, blended together with a repentant, kind-hearted, good guy.



Second: Hamlet Death Warrant [page #165]

+ Relationships


Hamlet



Orders Death



Pretends (?) to Love

“And with no less nobility of love

Than that which dearest father bears his son

Do I impart toward you. For your intent

In going back to school in Wittenberg,

It is most retrograde to our desire;

And we beseech you, bend you to remain

Here in the cheer and comfort of our eye,

Our chiefest coutier, cousin, and our son.”  (A1/Sc2)

Here, Claudius asks Hamlet to stay in Denmark, instead of going to school in Wittenberg. This could be Claudius displaying genuine affection for Hamlet. However, it could also be considered to be full of lies; Claudius may simply be trying to lull Hamlet with false words and a fake kind nature. Personally, I feel Claudius’ comment to Hamlet as his “son” is most disrespectful to Hamlets murdered father. Perhaps, though, Claudius’ repentance is causing him to desire to be more of a father figure to this child who now has no father to guide him through life. In the end, it’s Hamlet’s decision to hate Claudius. Not that you can really blame the poor guy, but all the same.                                                                                                                                                                                      



Views as Threat


Roz & Gun



Stupid, Obedient Servants


Gertrude



Lots of Sex



Loves?


Laertes



Uses & Manipulates



No Evidence for/against like/dislike


Old Hamlet



Murdered!!

+ As A Politician


With Norway



Wise!  (Sent Corn. & Volt. to negotiate peace)


Problems?



Kills Brother



Tries to Kill Hamlet


State Of Denmark



Wilson Knight (Critic: “Good King!!”)

Was Old Hamlet a Great King??

Good Health

Clowns = +

Court = +



Ghost Guards = Negative

+ (Conclusion:) Really A Bad King?


Good Points



Prays for Repentance



Displays Love for Hamlet



Displays Love for Gertrude



Great Politician


Bad Points



Murderous



Deceitful



Two-Faced

