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In the essay “Learning to Read,” Malcolm X addresses, implies, develops, and argue points, ideas, and topics about American culture.  The aspects the essay present corresponds with my own experiences, attitudes, and interests.

This essay addresses culture by displaying Malcolm X’s education through him being uneducated about his African-American race.  Although Malcolm X did not learn about his culture when he was young, he enhanced his knowledge about his culture by books and the teachings of Elijah Muhammad.  “Learning to Read” also reveals the education African-Americans withheld in the 1960's.  African-Americans did not embellish their knowledge because society would not allow them to climb the ladder to success.  Society pushed African-Americans down by placing them in prison, which was the case of Malcolm X.

During the 1960's, American culture strengthen by the actions of the Civil Rights Movement.  This movement made the blacks feel “Black Pride.”  In most areas, I agree with Malcolm X on how and why he informed himself about the world.  He remarked, 

“I had never forgotten how when my class, me and all of those whites, had studied seventh-grade United States history back in Mason, the history of the Negro had been covered in one paragraph . . . ” (226). 

Malcolm X felt like America excluded teaching him about his ancestors and his race, so he had to take matters in his own hands and teach himself.  Even though I agree with Malcolm X in most cases, I disagree with him as well.  I disputed with him when he stated white people as “blue-eyed devils.”  When Malcolm stated that he knelt down to the level of the people who use the word “niggers” referring to blacks.
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Throughout the article, Malcolm X argues points and ideas from what he reads.  An example of Malcolm X developing ideas comes from the reading of “Finding in Genetics,” by Gregor Mendel. From this book he concluded;

 “...that if you started with a black man, a white man could be produced; but starting with a white man you never could produce a black man- because the white chromosome is recessive” (227).  

Malcolm X believed you could turn any black person into another race, but you could not turn a white person into another race because the white person contains more power.  Another example of Malcolm X’s reading influencing his points and ideas comes from the statement; 

“Book after book showed me how . . . the white man never has gone among the non-white people bearing the Cross in true manner and spirit of Christ’s teachings- meek, humble, and Christlike” (228).

He believed the white man to exhibit rudeness and inconsiderateness because the Europeans unkindly actions to make people convert to Christianity.  Books influenced Malcolm’s points and ideas a lot. While in prison, books kept him connected to the outside world.

Furthermore, the aspects of the article correspond with my own experiences and attitudes.  I understand Malcolm X’s view when he remarks, “How would I sound writing in slang . . . ” (223).  When writing to well-respected people, like Malcolm X revealed while trying to write to Elijah Muhammad, you must sound respectful and not ignorant.  Malcolm X positively connected with me when he proclaimed, “ . . . when white men had written history books, the black man simply had been left out” (226).  This quote pertains to today because you do not hear about black leaders like you hear about white leaders.  There were many other African-American 
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leaders and inventors besides Malcolm X, Martin Luther King Jr., Madam C. J. Walker, and George Washington Carver.

The subject that intrigued me the most about the entire piece pertained to the fact that he taught himself how to read by copying words out of a dictionary.  He said,

“ . . . I copied into my tablet everything printed on the first page, down to punctuation 

marks.  I believe it took me a day. Then aloud, I read back, to myself, everything I’d written on the tablet” (224).

He had motivation.  Anybody who can copy word from word out of the dictionary and then teach himself how to pronounce the word cannot be anything else, but intelligent.  Besides teaching himself how to read and pronounce words, another that caught my attention came when he said;

“Many who today hear me [him] somewhere in person, or on television, or those who read something I’ve [he] said, will think I [he] went to school far beyond the eighth grade” (224).  

Before reading the excerpt I thought he received his education from college.  He proved that motivation is the key to success.

“Learning to Read,” by Malcolm X showed me some important facts and points of views by addressing the topics about culture, implying points about American culture, and arguing points and developing ideas.  Malcolm X related to my attitudes and thoughts by the  aspects and interests of the essay.  “Learning to Read” can be known as a major learning experience and because of it “ . . . reading had [has] changed forever the course of my life” (230).


