May 15, 2008
Minutes

Membership and Board Meeting of the 

Friends of Turkey Run and Shades State Parks

The program portion of the meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM in the Nature Center at Turkey Run State Park. Karen Staub was our speaker and gave a talk on “Incredible Edibles”. Many of our wild plants are edible if fixed the right way. Karen mentioned Spring Beauty, Morel mushrooms, service or June berry, wild strawberry, violets, dandelion, paw paw, day lily, mountain mint, jewel weed and Jerusalem artichoke among others. She cautioned that some plants may not agree with everyone. Samples of many plants were available for tasting after the program.  Several guests who saw the event announcement in the newspaper came to hear the program.
The business portion of the meeting was called to order at 8:15 by vice chairman Mike Moloney. The mission statement was read and quorum was established. Members present were Mike Moloney, Nancy Mattson, Jim and Beata St. Clair, Rich and Carol Scott, Barbara Cummings, Glen Summers, and Gary Hockett. Guests present were Brenda and Edward Wagner, Gene and Sara Havey, John Cires, and Tom Herbert.

Minutes of the April meeting were approved.

Treasurer’s report showed a beginning balance on April 18, 2008 of $7032.71

                                            Income:                                                         402.36

                                            Expenses:                                                    1244.11                                             

                                            Ending balance as of May 15, 2008  of   $ 6190.96

Park Input:
Barbara Cummings reported the bird festival will be on June 28th. They would like to have birds of prey from Hardy Lake or Mark Booth. Rich moved we contribute no more than $250.00 toward the raptor program. Glen second. Motion passed.

July 12 will be the Pioneer Heritage Festival. The park is considering serving ice cream this year. Volunteers are always wanted. 

Amphitheater structure is almost finished. Volunteers will be need soon for bench installation, gravel, and other tasks. Gary Hockett may have access to an auger if the park doesn’t have one.

Program:

The June program has not been finalized yet. Meeting will be June 19th in the Dogwood Room at the Inn. An announcement will be sent via e-mail.

Glen Summers will present his Appalachian talk again in celebration of National Trail Day, June 7th at the Nature Center.
There will be an invasive workshop on June 14th by the RC&D focusing on Bush Honeysuckle.

Grants:

Glen Summers completed the grant workshop and is planning on writing an eradication grant.

Research and Eradication:

Rich has finished his project on plants of Turkey Run. His 80 pages of material has been submitted to the Academy of Science and is waiting to be published.

Rich is planning a plant hike on Saturday, May 17 with a work session in the afternoon with eradication.
Luther Property:

Karen reported that plant sales from the property netted $233 for the Friends. There are still plants to be dug up there.

Lusk Garden:
Planting is in progress. Karen will e-mail garden information to Barbara.

Other:

Mike has been in contact with a lady from Philadelphia who wanted to tour Shades and Sugar Creek. He will show her Turkey Run on Saturday.

Meeting adjourned at 9:00 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Nancy Mattson,

Secretary
