October 19, 2006

Board and Membership Meeting of the

Friends of Turkey Run and Shades State Parks
Vice-Chairman Mike Moloney called the meeting to order at 7:10 in the Wagon Wheel Room at Turkey Run Inn and read the Statement of Purpose.  Each person present introduced himself or herself. In attendance were Karen Staub, Rich and Carol Scott, Mike Moloney, Barbara Cummings, Nancy Mattson, Marcella Larch, Lisa Kaczmarczyk, Peggy Foster, Ken and Jean Jamsa, Cathy and Royden Hobson, Dorothy Hobson Krum, Lisa and Glenn Summers, Dan Griggs, and Tom Swinford.  Quorum established with 5 Board Members present. 

Minutes of the September meeting were approved. (Ken motion, Rich seconded)

Carol reported a balance of $2051.20. Funds came from a  $50 Sponsor, a $10 Membership, $58 donations from the Booth Bird Show and a $250 gift.

PARK INPUT: Barb reviewed some event dates for next year. She asked if the Friends would have an interest in a plant sale April 14, 2007 on Spring Wildflower Day. This would precede the Herb Faire fundraiser in May. During the discussion it was asked if there were any plants that couldn’t be dug on a person’s own property. Tom Swinford answered that there were no restrictions in Indiana. No action taken. Barb asked if the Friends would host an “ice cream social” with the Heritage Festival in July. Members agreed to think about this. No action taken. She then talked about an Earth Day event, April 21, with Bill Holk doing a “Leave No Trace” Program.  She wanted to involve other organizations. Lisa K. and Marcella volunteered to sit on a committee to develop ideas. She also needed additional volunteers for Holloween weekend October 28. Jean Jamsa had volunteered to do face painting.

The regular business meeting was suspended for a Special Program presented by Tom Swinford. Tom has prepared detailed maps of the Sugar Creek Valley showing elevation contours, soil types, ground covers, forest types, etc. He has historical data on rare and endangered species dating back to 1850. He talked about the importance of preserving the ecological diversity of the Sugar Creek Valley. It was a very informative and interesting look at Sugar Creek. The business meeting was again called to order. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS

PROGRAM COMMITTEE: 
Up-Coming meeting programs:

November 16th, Ken Jamsa (PowerPoint slides on Trails)

December 15th, Christmas Party at the Burns, (note that the day is Friday, not Thursday.)

Jan or Feb Lisa K will do a travel slide show on Australia

Longer Programs are:
Oct. 28th, 9AM Walk on Greg Oskay’s property lead by Glen Summers to assess forestry needs.
Oct.28th, 10AM. Hike led by Rich Scott at Pine Hills Nature Center focusing on the history and stories of the area. Meet at parking lot across from Pine Hills. A 3 to 3 ½  hour hike. 

Nov.4th. 10.00AM at the Turkey Run Nature Center. A pre-holiday nature crafts project. Collect dried flowers, seedpods, grapevines and other plant material. We will make wreaths, swags, decorate hats or anything your imagination creates. Led by Karen Staub

Rich talked about the Nature Conservancy’s book on Indiana’s Nature Preserves. It is available from Nature Conservancy $27 or the Internet for $19. Rich wrote the piece about Pine Hills.
PUBLIC RELATIONS/PUBLICITY: Lisa will get out publicity on programs. Giving Friends tee shirt for special presenters was discussed. Ken made a motion to give Lea Gilbertson a tee shirt, second by Karen. Carried. Peggy to mail.

MEMBERSHIP: No Report

FINANCE COMMITTEE: No report

HISTORICAL/RESEARCH COMMITTEE: No report.

VOLUNTEER COORDINATER: Thanks to those who are turning in their hours. No totals available tonight.

GRANTWRITERS: 

1) Dan is working to close out the Golden Eagle Grant. (No new report)

2) Nancy’s grant request for $4000 for books for the Library to Norcross Wildlife Foundation made the first cut. They will do the final review in February. 

PROJECTS:

Amphitheater/Rotary Site Change Plan was “lost”, but now is found, will be pushed through the process.
Lusk Home Heritage Garden: Barb asked if the Friends would subsidize the garden brochure. Rich suggested collecting coins for the brochure. Lisa asked if the PCCF might do it. Roy Hobson said he got 200 color copies for $150 at Kwick Kopy. No action was taken.

Monitor and Control of Invasive Species: Barb reported the DNR has given another $20,000 for eradication in the parks. Peggy reported 29 people attended the Invasive Species Workshop.

Nature Program: Jean would like to do four times a year. She has been asked to do another for INPAWS. Lisa suggested doing a flyer for Jean’s and Rich’s workshops and listing the workshops in the Native Roots Newsletter.

Plant Bio-diversity Inventory: No new report. 

Silent Auction: First item had no bids. Chair is on auction now. There was some discussion of the visibility of the items.

Luther Property: Karen has not been there recently. She has sold all of the bulbs that were dug on the property, and presented a check to Carol for $135. 

Photography Contest: No new report. 

OLD BUSINESS: Letter of Agreement Barb and Dave are waiting to meet with Ginger Murphy. May have something in the next two months.

NEW BUSINESS: Ken suggested getting a newsletter out.

The business meeting adjourned at 9:04 PM

Next meeting November 16th
Peggy Foster, Secretary

