Minutes of May 17, 2007

Friends of Turkey Run and Shades State Parks

After locating an alternate meeting place, Mike Moloney brought the meeting to order at 7:40 in the lounge of the Turkey Run State Park Inn.  In attendance were members:  Dave Burns, Peggy Foster, Lisa Kaczmarczyk, Dixie Kunze, Mike Moloney, Jack Rice, Carol Scott, Rich Scott, Karen Staub, Lisa Summers, Jack Rice and guest Jim Luzar.  (Chris Newcomb later expressed his apologies.  He had been ill on May 17 and forgot to contact someone to unlock the Nature Center for our meeting.)

Karen introduced the special speaker, Jim Luzar.  Jim spoke about soil erosion, filter strips, riparian buffers and other concerns regarding farming, stream pollution and the ecosystem.

The minutes of the April meeting were approved.  Carol reported a balance of $7023.01 in our treasury.  This includes Karen’s contribution of $545.50 from sales of plants from the Luther property.  Peggy will add an approximately $100.  

ANNUAL STANDING COMMITTEE reports were as follows:

Program

At the June meeting, Karen will report on the Indiana Rivers Rally Conference she will be attending.

Public relations/publicity

Lisa gave an update on goals.  If there is a major Friends event, she will pursue

television coverage.  Mike mentioned that he will update the website.  Lisa and  Dixie are working on getting photographs submitted to the Rockville Sentinel newspaper on a regular basis. 

Membership

Dixie continues to submit notice of meetings to area newspapers.  She commented that Rich and Jean’s workshops were the most successful at attracting new

members.  Rich commented that attendance is dropping at his workshops and he

feels he may have saturated the market.  Jim Luzar suggested a booth at the annual Montgomery County Lawn, Garden and Art Show at the Crawfordsville Fairgrounds in late March. 

Finance
Dixie made the motion that Dave be chair of the Finance committee.  Ed seconded and the motion was passed.  Dave presented his goals for the year.  He suggested that he investigate moving some of the money from a non-interest bearing account to an account which would get interest.  Peggy made the motion, Mike seconded and the motion passed.  One of Dave’s major goals is to seek and cultivate major donors.

Historical/biological research

Rich will pursue efforts in getting his plant research published.

PROJECTS

Monitoring and controlling invasive species

Dan, Cliff and Dixie pulled Garlic Mustard along the Narrows Road bordering the Park on May 7.  There was not as much as in previous years so it is hoped that progress is being made.

Nature programs

The Lusk Home Garden planting is almost complete.

NEW BUSINESS

The revised bylaws, as presented by Dave, were unanimously approved by Friends’ Board members Mike, Carol, Karen and Dixie.

The Byron Fellowship, regarding The Village of Byron, made an impromptu presentation.  The Village is a new housing development on Lake Waveland with the goal of a lifestyle of sustainability and living compatibly with native ecology.

