September 20, 2007
Minutes

Membership and Short Board Meeting of the

Friends of Turkey Run and Shades State Parks

The meeting began at 7: PM at the Lusk Home. Members present were Peggy Foster, Dave Burns, Carol and Rich Scott, Dixie Kunze, Lisa Summers, Ed Timm, Mike Maloney, Nancy Mattson, and Karen Staub. Guests included Pierce and Bietie Green, Dee Eaton, Jean Greson, Marylyn Showalter, Janet Pursell, Jane Harrington, and special guests Noreen Violetta and Katherine Kruzich (Lusk descendants).

The Lusk Home program began with Karen Staub giving a tour of the Heritage Kitchen Garden at the Home. All varieties of the garden plants are the same as those planted in the 1850s. Herbs, flowers, and vegetables are included.

The group proceeded to the Lusk Home cellar where Nancy Mattson provided some historical perspectives on the family who built a mill on sugar creek, had a sawmill, ran flatboats to New Orleans, and built the two story brick home we see today. 

Barbara Cummings then led the group on a wonderful candle light tour of the Lusk Home, talking about the rooms, furniture, and life of the family. The home was built by Salmon and Polly Lusk in 1841 and it remained in the Lusk family until 1915 when John Lusk passed away. The Park is fortunate to have many furniture items that belonged to the family and the people of Indiana are fortunate to have the home and surrounding land as a State Park.
Business:

Dave inquired whether there were any business items to bring before the membership. Barbara Cummings mentioned the Friends Council which will meet September 22nd.  No other business was conducted.
Meeting was adjourned at approximately 9:00 PM. Next meeting will be on October 18, 2007 in the Dogwood Room at Turkey Run Inn. This meeting will have a longer Business portion.

Respectively submitted,

Nancy Mattson, Secretary

