October 16, 2008
Minutes

Membership and Board Meeting of the

Friends of Turkey Run and Shades State Parks

The meeting began at 7:11 PM with the reading of the mission statement. Because no quorum was present, a general discussion was had. Guests Martha and Cheryl were asked by Peggy what they would like to get out of this meeting. Cheryl had been in communication with Mike via our website and is interested in volunteer opportunities. Peggy talked about the Lusk Garden and Barb talked about the Luther property. Peggy and Barb talked about Rich’s plant collection and publication. Peggy described eradication projects.

Dave mentioned the budget. Illinois Tool Works will have another triple match for which we could apply. He mentioned that we had $6087.81 in our account and $9595.36 in our endowment on September 19th. He asked for ideas in using this money. One suggestion included sound, lighting and plantings for the amphitheater project. Peggy suggested buying native plants from members such as Marcella’s Woody Warehouse. Dixie mentioned Golden Creek near Crawfordsville. Barb talked about buying from the State Nursery. Another suggestion for the money was a projector and other equipment we could use for programs. Nancy will start writing the grant asking Parke County Foundation for funds. Other suggestions included refreshments, scholarship, and 4H.
Dixie read an e-mail from Rich regarding eradication. Anyone interested in helping Rich and Carol eradicate bush honeysuckle should e-mail him (redbud@bloomingdaletel.com). They will be eradicating on very short notice and also hope to pre-schedule a few special work days from now until spring. Anyone who has not eradicated bush honeysuckle with the group before needs to arrange a 15 minute training and safety session with Barbara at the Nature Center.

After the arrival of late comers at 7:30, quorum was established and the official meeting began. Members present were Peggy Foster, David Burns, Dixie Kunze, Marcella Larch, Mike Moloney, Nancy Mattson, and Barbara Cummings. Guests were Martha Ruiz and Cheryl Carpenter.
Minutes were approved (Motion- Mike, Second- Peggy)
Treasurer’s report showed a balance of $5895.80 as of October 16, 2008 and was approved. (Motion Mike, Second- Marcella).

Park Input: Barbara said an Eagle Weekend is being planned for February 6, 7, 8. Sam Arthur from Raccoon State Recreation Area and Barbara will have a planning meeting on Friday, November 7th.  Marcella will attend and see how Friends could get involved.

The Halloween activities will take place Friday and Saturday, October 24 and 25. Volunteers are welcome.

Program: No report.

Public Relations: Nothing new.

Finance: Dave will put a proposal for spending on the November agenda.

Projects: 

Lusk Garden: Peggy stated that the green beans and kale are still producing. Some tomatoes are still available. The teepee with the Christmas Lima beans has fallen several times.

Dave asked for other comments. Nancy said that she felt the club was floundering and needed more member involvement and direction. The committees might be able to get more involvement from the members. Barb said perhaps it would be good to discuss not only fiscal future but our philosophical future as well next month. Suggestions are needed.
Mike asked about the interviews that were done concerning the early history of the park. The cassette tapes need to be transcribed. Mike said Rose Hulman students might help for $8-10 per hour. Dave will investigate how we could pay them.

Meeting adjourned at 8:00 PM (motion Marcella, second Mike).

Respectfully submitted,

Nancy Mattson,

Secretary

