October 18, 2007
Minutes

Membership and Board Meeting of the

Friends of Turkey Run and Shades State Parks

The meeting was called to order by Dave Burns at 7:00 P.M. in the Dogwood Room of Turkey Run Inn. Members present were Dave Burns, Peggy Foster, Karen Staub, Mike Moloney, Barbara Cummings, Dixie Kunze, Rich and Carol Scott, Dan Griggs, Lisa Summers, Nancy and John Mattson, and guests Alan and Judy McCracken. Quorum was established. 
Minutes of the September meeting were approved (Mike motion, Peggy second).

Treasurer’s report was read. Old balance was $6507.70. New balance is $7035.67.

Park Input:

Barbara Cummings reported that the Volunteer Newsletter has an article of what the Friends have accomplished this year.
 She also inquired about using some of the Library Grant money to fund some magazine and association memberships for the coming year. The nature center is having a petty cash flow problem. Nancy thought this could be done with the grant since it is educational.
Barbara said that the Indiana Code does not permit raffles at state sponsored events.
Barbara reported on the State-wide Friends Group meeting. ”It is amazing what the Friends groups have accomplished.”

A Letter of Agreement between the DNR and Friends groups was presented. Dave would like comments on the agreement by the end of the month so he can get comments to Ginger.

Program:

Karen Staub spoke about coming programs. On November15th, Keith Rubble from the Vigo County Parks will speak on invasives. December 21st will have the Christmas party (no business meeting). January 2008 will feature Michelle Phillips from RC&D (Resource Conservation & Development). February will have a program on Saturday, Feb 19th on eagles.

Rich Scott mentioned the INPAWS conference November 3rd for plant lovers and ecology. There is also a program on November 8th about the Last Child in the Woods. 

Public Relations and Membership:

Lisa and Dixie did not have anything new. 

Finance:
Dave reported that we received a grant from ITW for $1200. After some discussion, a motion was approved to contribute $1,000 to Parke County Community Foundation endowment (Mike motion, Rich second).

Grant Status Reports:

Dan is still working on the Golden Eagle Grant report.
Nancy reported that $1717.72 has been spent of the $2500 Norcross Wildlife Foundation grant. One hundred thirty four books have been purchased. There is $782.28 left.

Nancy reported that the INPAWS grant for the butterfly garden brochure is being worked on.

Historical and Research:

Dixie and Rich are on the committee. Rich will see if Ed Timm is interested.

Project Reports:

Amphitheater Project: Barb says progress is being made.

Monitor and Control of Invasive Plants- Dave said Sycamore Trails has a new committee dealing with plants in nine counties. Rich would like to set up a work day soon.
Luther Property- Karen is still selling bulbs. The group has earned about $900 this year for Friends.

Lusk Garden- Peggy is still harvesting. The group will be shutting down for the winter soon.

Plant Inventory- Rich is rechecking his information.

Old Business:

The new quarterly meeting and monthly program format was discussed. November will still have a short business meeting and longer program. December is the Christmas party. In January we will go back to the standard format of program and business at every monthly meeting.

Details of new nature preserve and other land acquisitions- Dan talked about the new property along Sugar Creek that the Nature Conservancy has acquired. With the Coal Hollow property and others, most of the property between Mossy Point and Jackson bridge will be protected. Dan proposed a hike to the new property on Sunday, November 4th at 1:30. Meet at Dan’s house. 
Dave said that Sycamore Trails will be doing a “Mossy Point Walk Around” on November 10th to do a work plan.

New Business:

No other business was brought before the board.
The meeting adjourned at 8:35 P.M.

Respectively submitted,

Nancy Mattson

Secretary
