November 15, 2007
Minutes

Membership and Board Meeting of the

Friends of Turkey Run and Shades State Parks

The program portion of the meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM in the Dogwood Room at the Turkey Run Inn. Speaker for the evening was Keith Ruble. Keith is superintendent of the Vigo County Parks and he spoke on invasives. Bush honey suckle is very invasive and Keith spoke on eradication of the plant. Not only does the plant overtake the area inhibiting native plants, but the root system also poisons the soil so other plants won’t grow. It has great economic impact, something the legislature should know. He mentioned using 4% Round-Up or similar product as this does not have soil activity.
The business portion of the meeting was called to order at 8:00 PM by chairman Dave Burns. The mission was read. In attendance were Dave Burns, Peggy Foster, Barbara Cummings, Sue and Jim Spence, Mike Maloney, Dan Griggs, Dixie Kunze, Rich and Carol Scott, Nancy Mattson and guest Jan Peebles. Quorum  was established.
October meeting minutes were approved (Dan motion, Mike second).

Treasurer’s report was read. The previously approved $1000 donation toward our Parke County Endowment Fund was returned to our treasurer until an anticipated challenge grant is approved. Ending balance is $6556.52.

Park Input:

Barbara is back from a one week Interpretative Conference.
Program:

December will not have a business meeting. Instead the Christmas party will be held at Dave and Peggy’s home on Friday, December 21st at 6:00 PM. Bring a dish to pass along with a white elephant gift.  Contact Dave or Peggy if you need directions. 

The January 17th meeting will be held in the Dogwood Room at Turkey Run Inn. Our speaker will be Michelle Phillips from Sycamore Trails Resource Conservation and Development Council.
Public Relations and Membership:

Dixie had nothing to report.
Finance:
Dave is investigating using the ITW money to get a matching grant from Parke County Community Foundation. This grant money was put back in our treasury pending PCCF approval.
Dave will bring the 2008 proposed budget to the January meeting. Send suggestions to Dave.

Grants:

The final report for the Golden Eagle Grant has been sent. Thank you, Dan.

The Norcross Wildlife Foundation grant and the INPAWS grant are progressing.

Historical and Research:

Rich is continuing to recheck his plant inventory project. He is on the P’s .
Project Reports:

We do not have an update on the Amphitheater Project  with Rockville Rotary.

Monitor and Control of Invasive Plants: Rich is planning a work day on December 2nd. The Friends will buy 5 gallons of herbicide to use (Peggy motion, Dan second). Rich will organize this.
Luther Property- No update.

Lusk Garden- Peggy reported that Jack Rice has put the garden to rest for the winter.

Old Business:

Friends Letter of Agreement:  Dave is working on a response to Ginger.

Ouabache Land Conservancy progress report- The group is working on leadership. Sycamore Trails signed an agreement to manage Mossy Point for CILTY. Dixie and Cliff are caretakers.
New Business:

Indiana Conservation Alliance-  The meeting with the legislative leaders will be held Thursday, January 10th. A free meal is provided and it is a chance to speak with the legislators. Register on line.
The meeting adjourned at 8:35 PM.
Respectfully submitted,

Nancy Mattson

Secretary
