March 20, 2008
Minutes

Membership and Board Meeting of the

Friends of Turkey Run and Shades State Parks

The program portion of the meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM in the Dogwood Room at the Turkey Run Inn. A power point presentation obtained through Cathy Trost-Steffen and presented by Barbara Cummings was shown. The presentation was from the Seed Savers Exchange, an organization of gardeners. This unique organization occupies 890 acres in Decorah, Iowa and is well known for its Heritage Farm (with heritage gardens and heritage seeds), organic gardens, ponds, historic apple orchard, preservation gardens, and ancient White Park Cattle. The organization has memberships available and sells products to members and the general public.
The business portion of the meeting was called to order by chairman Dave Burns. The mission statement was read. All members and guests introduced themselves. Members present were Dave Burns, Peggy Foster, Lisa Summers, Glen Summers, Marcella Larch, Dixie Kunze, Carol and Rich Scott, Karen Staub, Jim and Beata St. Clair, Greg Oskay, Mike Maloney, Barbara Cummings and Nancy Mattson. Guests included Gary Hackett, Ed Foerster, and Obie and Penny Sower. Quorum was established.
Minutes from the January meeting were approved.  No meeting was held in February due to weather. 
Treasurer’s report showed a balance of $6,609.93

Park Input:
Barbara Cummings mentioned the Spring Wildflower Day and Plant Sale on April 12th. Earth Day will be April 19th. Karen Staub will be doing a composting demonstration and including an earthworm presentation. Anyone wanting to help with these special park programs should contact Barbara at the Nature Center.

Programs:

The Friends will sponsor a special program on Saturday, March 29, 7:00 PM. Glen Summers will show pictures and talk about his Appalachian Trail experiences.

Karen will be working at the Luther property on April 3rd at 10:00 AM. She also has invited us to join her at her home on Saturday, April 10, 10:00 AM to dig plants. Special bonus- lunch is included. Call Karen if you can come to either of these events. The plants will be sold at the Wildflower Day on April 12th and is a money maker for Friends. Remaining plants will be sold at the Heritage sale in Terre Haute.

April Meeting on April 17th:  This is our annual meeting and will be held in the Dogwood Room of the Turkey Run Inn. The pitch-in dinner will start at 6:00 PM. Ginger Murphy, a great speaker and DNR representative will present the program. A very short business meeting will follow. Please bring a dish to share and your own table service. 
May meeting will feature a program called Incredible Edibles by Karen Staub.

Public Relations and Membership:

Lisa and Dixie had nothing to report.

Peggy announced that hats and shirts are available for purchase. They will be sold to the general public for $15.00 each. (Members prices are hats-$12, shirts-$8.50) They will be sold at upcoming events.
Historical and Research:

Rich is finally putting the finishing touches on his plant project.

Grants:

The library grant from Norcross is finished. Nancy has finished the Native Plant Guide funded through the INPAWS grant. It will be available in the library for aid in identifying the plants in the Native Plant/Butterfly Garden.

Glen Summers indicated an interest in attending a grant workshop. Nancy moved the Friends pay the $150 fee. Mike seconded the motion. Motion passed.

Project Reports:

Amphitheater: Barbara reported that work is underway. The park hopes to be installing benches and doing landscaping April 7th. Carol will write a check out for $1,000 toward the project.
Invasive Species:

Rich reported that many workers have been helping: 9 on one day, 5 on another day, and Cliff, Dixie, Rich, and Carol worked several times. Also, paid workers from the park did 60 acres recently. Glen’s group made a big dent in the Privet intruding into the Fen. It will need follow-up. Glen proposed that the Turkey Run Maintenance crew make a sign for the highway saying “Eradication done by Friends”.

Lusk Garden:
Peggy reported that work will be starting soon. Jack Rice had knee surgery and will not be able to help as much as usual.

Old Business:

Membership Agreement: The new agreement looks much improved. A signing is in sight.
Quabache Land Conservancy Progress: Karen designed a new logo.

Booths at Shows: Peggy proposed that the Friends have a booth at the 

1)Garden Show by the Master Gardeners, March 22, $20. Peggy motion, Mike second. Passed.

2)Montgomery Homemakers Travel Show, March 27, not selling anything, Rich made a slide show to play over and over. 

3)Earth Day at St Mary’s White Violet Center.  We can go for free if nothing is sold. $25.00 if items sold, $30 if electricity is needed. Greg moved that we pay $30, Mike second, motion passed. Lisa, Marcella, and Nancy will go. Rich made a color picture display for these showings. He will be reimbursed for ink/paper.

New business:

Cathy Trost -Stephen proposed to Peggy that the Nature Center library have heritage seed catalogs and perhaps the Friends could be involved in writing to the companies for complementary catalogs. It will be looked into further.

New printing of brochures: Peggy moved we purchase more Friends membership brochures. Mike second, motion passed.
Nominating Committee:

There are seven members on the board who are elected on a rotating schedule. Peggy presented the following nominations for election: Nancy Mattson, Glen Summers, and Beata St.Clair.  The following members would continue to serve: Carol, Mike, Dave, and Dixie. Election will be in April.

Other:

Karen Staub requested help with program. Nancy is thinking about it. Any other volunteers are welcome!
Mike moved meeting be adjourned. Peggy second. Motion passed.
Respectfully submitted,

Nancy Mattson, secretary
