June 19, 2008
Minutes

Membership and Board Meeting of the

Friends of Turkey Run and Shades State Parks

The program portion of the meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM in the Dogwood Room in the Turkey Run Inn. Mark Evans gave a presentation on soils. Many things affect soil especially climate and topography. One of the comments made was that clay and organic matter hold nutrients while sand and silt do not. After Mark’s presentation, Karen Staub took us to the parking lot and showed live specimens of invasive species.  Some of the species shown included Bush Honeysuckle, Vicca, Common Teasel, Star of Bethlehem, Oriental Bittersweet, Privet, Burning Bush, Autumn Olive, Indian Strawberry, Kudzu, Tree of Heaven, Garlic Mustard, Canada Thistle, Purple Loostrife and Yellow Sweet Clover. 
The business portion of the meeting began at 9:00 PM when Vice Chairman, Mike Moloney read the mission statement. Quorum was established. Members present  were Carol and Rich Scott, Beata and Jim StClair, Glen Summers, Karen Staub, Marcella Larch, Mike Moloney, Nancy Mattson, and Barbara Cummings. Guests  Kathy Trost Stephen, Delores Soyack, and Mark Evans were present for the program.

Minutes of the May meeting were approved. (Glen motion, Rich second)

Treasurer’s report was read. Starting balance was $6190.96. Income was $340.99 (donations $100, dividends $7.99, plant sale proceeds $233), no expenses, leaving ending balance of $6531.95.
Park Input:

Barb said Kathy Trost Stephen found a cart to hold the catalogs she is requesting from heritage seed companies. The cart costs $59.95. Membership reiterated that the $50.00 allocated to her for postage and supplies could be used toward that cost. 

The Bird Fest will be held June 28th. Mark Booth will come for $250. The cost will be picked up by the Friends as approved at the last meeting.  Alan Bruner will also do a presentation, and there will be a “make and take” program.

July 12th will be the date for the Heritage Festival and Ice Cream Social. There will be pioneer games and toys, a “make and take” program (10-12), and ice cream social (3-5 PM).

July 26 will be the date of the Astronomy Day at both Shades and Turkey Run.

Volunteers are needed for all programs. Call Barbara if you can help.
Program and Special Events:

Karen reported that the July 17th meeting has a tentative movie planned. We will try to get the National Heritage Movie which has the topics how we were, how we are now, and the future.

The August 20th meeting will have a “caving” program.

Glen was hoping we could use Karen’s Invasive Plant Demonstration at the Parke County Fair.  (Glen motion, Nancy second). Karen will check with Mark Spelbring.
No reports from Public Relations and Membership, Finance, Grants, or Historical and Research.

Projects Reports:

Amphitheater  project with Rockville Rotary- Barbara reported that the project is almost done. Volunteers helped with part of the project.

Luther Property- Karen reported the area is very buggy. A few plants were dug and will be sold.

Eradication- Nothing to report except that Carol finished the area along the highway from the campground to almost the entrance to the park.

Old Business:

The Friends Letter of Agreement has been sent in.

Ouabache Land Conservancy Progress report. Michelle will be meeting next Wednesday and two properties will be visited.
New Business:

No new business. 

Meeting adjourned at 9:35.

Respectfully submitted,

Nancy Mattson

Secretary
