July 19,2007

Minutes

Board and Membership Meeting of the

Friends of Turkey Run and Shades State Parks

The program portion of the meeting was called to order a 7:00 PM in the Dogwood Room at the Turkey Run Inn. Speaker for the evening was Dan Valleskey, president of the Hoosier Canoe Club of Indiana. Dan spoke on various water ways to canoe and also mentioned several organizations and web sites providing information and opportunities for canoeing.

After a brief recess, the business portion of the meeting was called to order by Dave Burns, Chairman. Dave read the new article 11 Purpose. Members present were Dave Burns, Peggy Foster, Ken Jamsa, Dixie Kunze, Marcella Larch, Lisa Kaczmarczyk, Glen and Lisa Summers, Mike Maloney, Barb Cummings, Karen Staub, John and Nancy Mattson. Quorum was established with five board members present.

Minutes of the June 21, 2007 were approved (Ken motion, Mike second).

By-Law Changes

Dave opened discussion of the new Article 11 Purpose. First approval was established at the June meeting. Second approval motion was made by Ken, second by Mike. Motion passed. Hard copies of the newly approved by-laws will be distributed to board members. 

Meeting /Agenda  Changes

Discussion to clarify meeting formats took place. Short program with long business meetings will be held in April, July, October, and January. Longer programs and short business meetings will be held the remaining months. Minutes will be sent to members every month.

Treasurer’s Report

In Carol’s absence, Dave read our account balances. The Edward Jones account for July has an ending balance of $6,302.47. Income was $10  for dues, $60 from sale of Rich’s plant booklet and donations at the botany hike, and $18.50  from dividends on the account.  Our First Financial Bank account for July has an ending balance of $1608.86. Expenses were $41 for postage and $420.47 to reimburse Nancy for books purchased for the library (grant money from Norcross Wildlife Foundation).

Park Input

Barb thanked the Friends who helped with the Heritage Fest. Eight stations were set up and 142 people participated. 

The next large event will be the Bird Fest on August 11. Barb needs volunteers to help. Alan Brunner will conduct a bird hike at 8:30 AM. Hardy Lake has a raptor center and is willing to show raptors at a program in the evening. Mike made the motion for the Friends to contribute gas money for the group to come (approximately $100). Ken seconded, motion passed.

Ginger Murphy is planning to hold a council of Friends groups in September. Several people from our Friends Group will attend.

Dave mentioned that a group called “Experience Works” may be able to provide Barb with extra help at the Nature Center. They would be paid through an “Experience Works” grant.

Committee Assignments

Program: Karen, Mike, Ken

Public Relations/Membership: Lisa, Dixie, Mary, Mike, Peggy

Finance: Dave, Carol, Nancy

Historical/Biological Research: Rich, Dixie

Committee Reports

Program: Karen will arrange for Larry Schmeltz, a taxidermist, to present a program on mammals of the area at the August meeting.

Public Relations/Membership: Lisa mentioned that our June minutes were published in the Sentinel.

Finance: Nancy is still purchasing books. Barb offered to print book plates noting their donation by the Friends (using grant money). Books for children will also be purchased. Nancy is still working in the Butterfly/Native Plant Garden and will prepare a brochure (INPAWS  grant).  No report from Dan about the Golden Eagle Grant report. Dave stated we did not receive the SIA grant.

Historical/Research: Nothing new from Rich

Project Reports

Amphitheater- Barb says work has started.

Invasive Plants- Barb reports that the Park received $5,000  from Nature Preserves for eradication and hopes to receive matching funds from the DNR and others.

Luther Property- Karen still has bulbs to sell.

Lusk Garden- Peggy says green beans and squash will be ready soon. The group is still working in the garden.

New Business

Dave reported Sycamore Trails Land Trust and Stewardship Committee is working to establish a new land trust in Vigo County (to serve Vigo, Clay, Sullivan, and Southern Vermillion Counties). A name and funding is being sought.

A small plaque was presented to Lisa Kaczmarczyk for her Friends involvement. She will be missed as she moves to California.

Adjourn

Mike moved meeting be adjourned, Ken seconded, motion passed. Meeting adjourned 8:50 P.M.

Respectively submitted,

Nancy Mattson, Secretary

