January 17, 2008
Minutes

Membership and Board Meeting of the

Friends of Turkey Run and Shades State Parks

The program portion of the meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM in the Dogwood Room at the Turkey Run Inn. Speakers for the evening were Michelle Phillips and Susan Meadows. They spoke about Sycamore Trails Resource Conservation and Development Council, Inc.  The Council seeks to promote conservation education; they provide technical help to local projects; and they work with landowners. Their web site is www.sycamoretrails.org.
The business portion of the meeting was called to order at 7:50 by chairman Dave Burns. The mission statement was read. Members present were Dave Burns, Peggy Foster, Karen Staub, Mike Maloney, Beata and Jim StClair, Dixie Kunze, Barbara Cummings, Nancy Mattson, Ed Timm, Glen Summers, Rich and Carol Scott, and guests Susan Meadows and Michelle Phillips. Quorum was established.

November meeting minutes were approved (Mike motion, Jim second).
Treasurer’s report showed a $6766.26 balance.

Park Input:

Special events coming up include the Eagle Weekend February 8, 9, 10. There will be a raptor program, eagle sightings, and tours. Anyone who can volunteer to help should contact Barbara. The Earth Day event will be the end of April. Again volunteers are needed. Barbara will get a list of events out. There was some discussion about going to Karen’s for a wildflower day.

Programs:

February will feature a program by Glen Summers about the Appalachian Trail.

March will have Kathy Trost Stephen doing a slide show on seed saving.
(Master Gardeners will have a garden show on March 22nd.)

Publicity:

Dixie sent in a picture of Turkey Run Friends accepting a matching grant from the Blanes to the newspapers.
Finance:

Dave gave further details of the $1,000.00 matching grant from the Parke County Community Foundation through the Blane Family Fund. This matches a $1000 donation received earlier. This $2000 will go into the Friends Endowment which now stands at $9,589.00.
Dave asked if we should reinvest the interest from our endowment when we are notified of the amount. Mike moved and Jim seconded the motion to reinvest the money. After discussion, motion passed.

Dave presented the 2008 budget. It shows projected income at $4650, projected expenses at $4575. Mike made the motion to accept the budget, Jim second, motion passed.

Grant Status:

Nancy reported that after the bills are paid for the ordered books, the entire sum of the $2500 grant from Norcross Wildlife Foundation, Inc will have been spent. One hundred sixty four items including guidebooks, flash guides, nature books, children’s nature books, magazines, audio CD’s, and movies were purchased. Nancy is writing the final report to be submitted to Norcross.
Nancy met with Barbara to discuss the identification guide to be produced with the INPAWS grant.

A proposed grant asking the Parke Count Community Foundation to fund a camera, projector, and laptop computer is in progress. Some discussion was had about whether we were asking them for too much in such a short period of time. Dave will investigate.
Historical and Research:

Rich reported his plant inventory project is close to a finishing point. This was a huge project and one which will be greatly appreciated by botanists everywhere.
Dixie and Dave reported that Roger Henley may have some pictures he may let us copy. Dixie will contact him to see if he could do an oral history.

Rich suggested another project dealing with geology may be possible.

Projects:

Amphitheater Project with Rockville Rotary: Barbara reported that the project is proceeding. Drainage tile has been laid and benches have been purchased. The park crew should be constructing between Feb 18-March 14. They anticipate completion April 1st.

Invasive Plants:  Rich and Carol continue to work with help from Dixie and Cliff. Glen will propose asking Sycamore Trails to help during a work day.
Luther Property:  Karen discussed what was left to do. There is a possibility of pulling bluebells out of the myrtle (Vinca).  Spring will see increased activity.

Lusk Garden. Peggy and others will have a meeting in early February.

Old Business:

Friends Letter if Agreement:  There is another delay while Ginger reviews more suggestions.

Ouabache Land Conservancy will meet the second Wednesday at ISU in the Science building, room 205.

Indiana Conservation Alliance Conservation Day, Jan 10, 2008. There were 150 people registered to have a chance to speak to lawmakers about important issues. The top priorities for 2008 include 1) supporting the Great Lakes Water Resources Compact,  2) a state renewable energy standard, 3) apprentice hunting, and 4) loss of funding for forestry. Dave, Peggy, Rich, and Carol went.

New Business:

Karen mentioned the Master Gardener’s Garden Show on March 22nd. They are renting booths for $20 and Friends may want to rent one. Decision pending.

T-shirts- Peggy will be ordering. Comment can be e-mailed to Peggy.

Meeting adjourned 9:20. (Mike motion, Jim second)

Respectfully submitted,

Nancy Mattson

Secretary
