August 16, 2007
Minutes

Membership and Short Board Meeting of the

Friends of Turkey Run and Shades State Parks

The program portion of the meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM in the Dogwood Room at the Turkey Run Inn. Speaker for the evening was Larry Schmeltz, a taxidermist. He gave some history of the mammals of the area and said that there were no deer or turkey in Indiana in 1900. Deer were reintroduced in 1934 and turkey reintroduced somewhat later. He mentioned two books of interest: Birds of Indiana by Mumford and Mammals of Indiana by Mumford and Whittaker. Larry had pelts of many of the mammals as well as a turkey on display.
After a brief recess, the short business portion of the meeting was called to order by Dave Burns, Chairman.  Members present were Peggy Foster, Dave Burns, Jim and Beata St Clair, Dixie Kunze, Ken Jamsa, Karen Staub, Mike Molony, Barbara Cummings, Rich and Carol Scott, Glen Summers, John and Nancy Mattson. Guests were Dale Summers, speaker Larry Schmeltz, and Linda Schmeltz.

Minutes of the July 19, 2007 meeting were approved (Mike motion, Ken second).

Program:

The program for the September 20th meeting will feature Keith Ruble, superintendent of the Vigo County Parks Association. He will speak on invasive plants, especially bush honeysuckle.
Park Input:

Barb: Archaeology Day will be on September 1st. An archaeologist from the DNR will be on hand to evaluate collections. The program will run from 10 AM until 4 PM. Volunteers are needed.

The Friends Council (led by Ginger Murphy) will meet at the Nature Center Auditorium, Fort Harrison State Park on September 22nd. Barb and two members of our Friends Group will attend.
Treasurer’s Report:

Balance in the Edward Jones account is $6372.14. (Some of this money is committed to projects and grants.) Balance of the First Financial account is $976.23. This money will be transferred to Edward Jones eventually.
Other Business:

Mike Molony reported that the web page has been updated.

Dixie Kunze reported that the Sentinel published a picture from the last meeting.
Peggy Foster reported that  she and Karen pulled many sugar pumpkins from their vines in the Lusk Garden and that other vegetables were available.
Ken Jamsa reported that the Birds of Prey program at the Bird Fest was very good. Zack, the speaker did a good job. The Friends collected $45.00 to help defray our commitment to pay for for the  Hardy Lake group’s gas money. Perhaps Zack could come again in February and join with Turkey Run and Raccoon State Parks for an Eagle program.

Dave Burns distributed copies of the revised by-laws to board members. Nancy will have extra copies.

Adjourn:

Mike moved meeting be adjourned, Ken seconded, motion passed. Meeting adjourned at 8:20 PM.

Respectively submitted,

Nancy Mattson, Secretary
