April 17, 2008
Minutes

Annual Membership and Board Meeting of the

Friends of Turkey Run and Shades State Parks

The evening opened with a carry in dinner at 6:00 PM in the Dogwood Room at the Turkey Run Inn. 

The program portion of the meeting started at 7:00 PM with guest speaker Ginger Murphy. Ginger is the Director of Stewardship for the State Parks and Reservoir Division of the DNR.  She spoke of things that remind us of home. One of the things that remind Ginger of home is a red coverlet which has been in her family for a long time. The coverlet was displayed and Ginger read a story written by her Aunt that told how the coverlet was made. The story was entertaining and a power point presentation of pictures gave the old home more focus.
After the story, Ginger gave some updates on the Park system for this year. The fees at the Parks will remain the same as last year. The website is being revised. There will be a new patch program called Hoosier Quest this year. Eradication is receiving more attention with an emphasis on resource management. Canada Geese, particularly at Summit Lake and Potato Creek, are starting to be controlled. Geocaching, the 2016 centennial celebration, and land acquisition are also being emphasized.
The meeting portion began at 7:45 with an official signing of the Cooperative Membership agreement by Dave Burns and Ken Jamsa. Ginger stood by as a DNR official although the agreement must now be signed at the state level.
Dave opened the meeting with the reading of our purpose. Members present included Dave Burns, Peggy Foster, Ken and Jean Jamsa, Glen Summers, Beata St. Clair, Lisa Summers, Ian Summers, Karen Staub, Barbara Cummings, Dixie Kunze, Carol and Rich Scott, Marcella Larch, Mike Maloney, Greg Oskay, Nancy Mattson, and Ralph Campion. Ginger Murphy was our guest.

Minutes from the March meeting were approved. (Dixie motion, Mike second)

Park Input:

Barbara Cummings reported that the amphitheater project is progressing. The stage is in and volunteers will be mobilized in the next 2-3 weeks for installation of benches and gravel.

The spring wildflower show on the 12th went well even though the weather was cold.  Jean Tournmire did two wildflower presentations and Karen sold plants.

Earth day will be on Saturday the 19th. Karen will do a composting demonstration. Other volunteers can still help.

The Year in Review:

Dave asked the members to tell of the organization’s accomplishments for the year.

Karen Staub did a great job getting programs for our meetings.

Rich Scott said it was a great year for eradication, especially honey suckle. He would like to have a day which includes a wildflower workshop in the morning and work day in the afternoon. Rich has had a busy year preparing his paper to be published for the Indiana Academy of Sciences. 

Nancy Mattson mentioned the Norcross Wildlife Foundation Grant which enabled us to purchase $2500.00 of books for the Nature Center. The Native Plant Guide for the Nature Center’s Native Plant and Butterfly Garden was completed with the grant from INPAWS.

Peggy Foster reported on the Lusk Garden. Peggy, Karen Staub, Marcella Larch, Jack Rice and others had a good year trying out new varieties and are starting to plan for a new season. Peggy mentioned that there is an invasive plant workshop on June 14th.

Carol Scott was congratulated for all her work with the treasurer job. Rich Scott was thanked for putting together the power point show with the photos Ken Jamsa took.

Karen Staub was thanked for digging and potting all the plants from the Luther Property. She in turn thanked Peggy Foster for all of her help. The plant sales brought in over $995 to our treasury last year.

Dave Burns gave a report on the Friends Endowment with the Parke County Community Foundation. We started the year with $7026 and ended the year with $9595.36. Some of this money came from our IGA donations, $150. as a memorial, the Blane Family matched a $1000 charitable donation, and $432 was available to us as interest on the endowment.
Treasurer’s Report;

The treasurer’s report had a balance of $7032 at the start of the meeting.

New Business:

The nominating committee presented the slate of board members to be elected. Nancy Mattson, Glen Summers, and Beata StClair were nominated. No other nominations were made. Board members continuing to serve are Dave, Mike, Carol, and Dixie. Officers will be Dave Burns as president, Mike as vice president, Nancy as secretary, and Carol as treasurer.  Mike moved the nominations be closed. Peggy seconded the motion. Board members voted to approve the nominations unanimously. 
Nancy Mattson brought up a project that Cathy Trost Steffen would like to do in collaboration with Friends. Cathy, with Barbara’s approval, would like to send for seed catalogs to be housed in the Nature Center. These catalogs, when checked out by visitors, would encourage people to start a heritage kitchen garden such as the one at the Lusk Home. Cathy, who is not a member of Friends, asks that she be allowed to use the Friend letterhead when asking for the catalogs since it will benefit the Park. No one from Friends volunteered to help but Cathy indicated that this would be her project. Nancy made the motion to make $50 available to Cathy as a one time reimbursable expenditure for postage and supplies for the project. Ken seconded. In discussion, Nancy said she would get the letterhead to Cathy and sign the letters. Motion passed.

Mike made the motion to adjourn the meeting. Ken second. Meeting closed 8:40 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Nancy Mattson,

Secretary

