Minutes of the Friends of Turkey Run 

And Shades State Parks 

Board and Membership Meeting

October 13, 2005

Members Present: Rich and Carol Scott, Dave Burns, Peggy Foster, Lisa Summers, John and Nancy Mattson, Ken and Jean Jamsa, Dan Griggs, Barbara Cummings, Cliff and Dixie Kunze, Wilma Shaw, Marcella Larch and guest, Bambi Dunlap.

Meeting called to order a 7:05 PM with the reading of the Purpose of the Friends.

Quorum was established with six of seven board members present. Minutes of the September meeting were approved as written. Carol gave the financial statement: $10,388.11 in the First Financial account. The Golden Eagle Grant for $10,000 brought the total for eradication to $10,173. Peggy purchased 21 additional tee shirts for $137.50 with the $110 Dave and Peggy owed for the event tent and other money from tee-shirt sales. 

Park Input: Barb asked for additional volunteers for the Halloween Program October 29th through the 31st. Help with face painting and pumpkin carving is needed. Karen and Jean are signed up. She also reminded us of a special eradication work party on the 20th. A special group of DNR volunteers will be cutting privet and bush honeysuckle near the fen. Rich will be there and Dave will welcome the group.

Barb is also meeting with Jim Gerbach on Friday and will get more details on the DNR matching the Golden Eagle grant with additional money for eradication. She will also ask if help hired by the DNR can work off of the park property. 

Dave is still working on how to put together a preliminary application for the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation “Pulling Together Initiative” grant which is due Oct. 28th. It is a matching grant that requires partnerships with organizations like the DNR, TNC, Soil and Water Conservation Districts etc., to solve an eradication problem, and inform the public through “educational” components.

Barb also reminded us that the next 4 to 6 weeks is the time to see migrating cranes at the Jasper Polaski Preserve.
Committee Reports:

Program---Ken reviewed these planned programs: October 29th will be a Campfire program and wiener roast, 6PM in the Big Log Shelter. Ken will provide the hot dogs. Jean will bring beans. Peg will bring potato salad. Lisa and Marcella will bring paper products. Dan will bring wood. Carol will bring cider. Dixie will bring deviled eggs. All bring sticks to roast wieners.

 November 5th Karen will do a small animal taxidermy workshop at her home.  December 16th will be the Christmas party at Dave and Peg’s at 6 p.m.
Ken will try and arrange for TV coverage for the 20th.  He is also working with Lee Ann Gilbertson, geologist, to do a future program.
Public Relations--- Lisa reported she had sent out the press release on the Golden Eagle Grant and would send an e-mail reminder on the cook out.  Peggy will get tee shirts to Marcella, Karen and Glen for Covered Bridge Festival.

Finance---no report

Membership--- Chairperson still needed.

Volunteer Coordinator’s Report ---Nancy presented a spreadsheet showing the member’s interest and skills. Third quarter volunteer hours reports were due the end of September.
Project Status Reports:


Eradication---Rich gave a detailed report on Japanese stilt grass that is invading Sugar Creek. Seventeen to eighteen patches have been pulled; ten sites outside the park have been located from Deer’s Mill to Jackson Bridge. Ten bags were pulled at Jungle Park canoe rental site. Dan, Dixie, Cliff and Rich will survey the Iron High Bridge and the FCA camp areas Monday. 

Rich also reported on the Golden Eagle Awards luncheon and showed the plaque.


Lusk Garden---Peggy reported the garden is still producing. New plantings are winter turnips, radish and squash.


Photograph the Trails---Ken’s photos complete. Still working on Power Point presentation.


New Brochures---Dave and committee will continue to work on the brochures.  

Old Business:


A report was given by Rich and Ken on the group visit to Brown County to learn about the “Hills of Brown Co. Project”.  They learned that TNC wrote the grant for the kiosks that provided 6 large and 1 small panels for $11,000 with $1000 yet to be used for another small sign.  They will pursue the possibility of obtaining a grant (possibly from several sources) to include education elements to sponsor a kiosk for T. R.

            Dan will possibly have a report next meeting about preserving more land in the Sugar Creek Valley.  He has been talking to several agencies that have an interest in this area.  He reported that an 18-acre piece has been bought and will be turned into a canoe rental.

Mossy Point Dedication was held October 1st, 11a.m.  Dave was present and Dan led the hike.  This is the first stand alone Nature Preserve within Parke County.  There is approximately 1½ miles of Sugar Creek protected, approximately 180 acres.  The diligent efforts of several organizations and individuals working together brought this Nature Preserve into existence.

            Dave reported on the Awards Luncheon that he attended for recipients of the Governor’s Environmental Excellence Award.  Lilly, IHT and TNC were recognized for their cooperative effort in acquiring the Mossy Point property. Sue Griggs was one of the Lilly representatives.

            Letter of Agreement: no information is available as yet.


Silent Auction at the Inn---Jean Jamsa presented a blue crocheted afghan and Wilma Shawl presented a scenic painting.  These items will be taken to Turkey Run Inn.  Dave will talk to Nellie about how to display them for the auction.

New Business

Marcella introduced her guest, Bambi Dunlap who talked briefly about her association with the CARZ conservancy, about funding and grants received and about their membership.

             Wilma spoke about the dedication she attended at Crawfordsville Park Recreation area, which received a grant from F&D for $48,000 to refurbish a carriage house.

              There was some discussion about grant monies that might be available for our use at Turkey Run and Shades. 

               Meeting Adjourned.

Next meeting will be November 18 in the Wagon Wheel Room, Turkey Run Inn, 7PM.

              Bold type indicates action is required.
Peggy Foster, Secretary  

