Minutes of the Friends of Turkey Run 

And Shades State Parks 

Board and Membership Meeting

September 15, 2005

Members Present: Rich and Carol Scott, Dave Burns, Peggy Foster, Lisa and Glen Summers, Karen Staub, Nancy Mattson, Ken Jamsa, Dan Griggs, Barbara Cummings, Cliff and Dixie Kunze, Mary Burkhart, Wilma Shaw, and Mike Moloney.

Meeting called to order a 7:07 PM with the reading of the Purpose of the Friends.

Ginger Murphy, Chief Naturalist for the Indiana Department of Natural Resources, was introduced as our special guest speaker. Ginger told us of the great progress being made in developing Indiana’s newest State Park, Prophetstown, near Battleground, Indiana. She told how ice, water, fire and human hands have shaped the natural history of the place. After her talk, Ginger was made an honorary member of the Friends and given a tee shirt.

Quorum was established with all seven board members present. Minutes of the August meeting were approved as written. Carol gave the financial statement: $231.04 in the Sycamore Trails account ($173 is earmarked for eradication) and $143.60 in the new First Financial account.  Peggy has $45 in tee shirt sales money and Dave is holding about $60 in contributions from music events.  Dave and Peggy still owe $110 for the event tent. Some of this money will be used to buy tee shirts. 

Park Input Barb reported that Archeology Day was a great success and thanked the Friends volunteers who had been so much help.  She asked those who had been pulling stilt grass to fill out the volunteer time sheets for the Park.  Up-coming Park events were IN SHAPE INDIANA on the 17th, NATIONAL PUBLIC LANDS DAY the 24th, and, for the first time, a Halloween Program October 29th through the 31st. 
Committee Reports:

Program---Ken reviewed these planned programs: September 22 we will meet with Jim Engleman at the Nature Center at 11AM in Brown County State Park to look at their new Kiosks that were obtained through a grant from the Nature Conservancy.  October 8 is a Nature Walk with Karen Staub pointing out some things you may not have seen on Trail One. October 29th will be a Campfire program and wiener roast, 6PM in the Big Log Shelter. November 5th Karen will do a small animal taxidermy workshop at her home.

Ken also asked for help in putting together Power Point presentations for use in talks he plans to give. Nancy and Lisa will help. Ken still plans to contact Tom Swinford and James Cole for possible future programs. 
Public Relations--- Lisa reported she had given information to George Ralston for use on WTWO-TV. She will be sending out the press release on the Golden Eagle Grant.
Finance---no report

Membership--- Chairperson still needed.

Historical---no report
Volunteer Coordinator’s Report ---Members are to continue to get volunteer hours to Nancy. Third quarter reports due the end of September.
Project Status Reports:


Eradication---Rich gave a detailed report on Japanese stilt grass that is invading Sugar Creek. He and Dan believe that it may have been introduced through the canoe rental programs and that it may be possible to get it under control. The next two weeks are critical, as the grass will go to seed soon, then the battle will be over until next year. Some sources of help were discussed. 


New Brochures---Dave reported that the committee had not had time to meet, but presented a motion to increase the membership classes and fees for next year. There would be eight classes of annual membership with the following fees: Student-$5, Senior (60+)-$10, Individual-$20, Family-$25, Sponsor-$50, Partners-$100, Benefactors-$250, and Conservators-$500. Motion carried. Dave and committee will continue to work on the brochures.  Ginger said this information can be posted on the DNR website.
Old Business:


Preliminary copy of the newsletter was discussed. Changes to Mary by tomorrow.
Letter of Agreement---Ginger Murphy is looking at it and will e-mail comments to Barb.

Launch Date---Dave made a motion to dissolve the Standing Committee of The Friends of Turkey Run and Shades State Parks at the Sycamore Trails Board meeting on August 30th.  Motion passed. Dave was then re-appointed to the Sycamore Trails Board as an At Large Member. We are on our own as an independent non-profit!


Mossy Point Dedication---October 1st, 11AM to 2PM, Dan is leading the hike.


Silent Auction at the Inn---Items still needed. Wilma volunteered to do a painting.
New Business

Dave reported on the IPL Golden Eagle Grant for $10,000 for eradication. The awards luncheon will be Oct. 1, in Indianapolis. Dave and Dan have conflicts, Rich and Ken plan to go.


Glen and Dave reported on their attendance of the Community Summit for Non-Profits. Much good information was gathered, and several contacts made. Dave believes this should be an annual event for the Friends.


Ken talked about some other program possibilities. 
Meeting adjourned at 9:16 PM

Next meeting October 13th, 7 PM in the Turkey Run Inn  (note this is the second Thursday)
Bold type indicates action is required.
Peggy Foster, Secretary  

