Minutes of the Friends of Turkey Run 

And Shades State Parks 

Board and Membership Meeting

July 21, 2005

Members Present: Rich and Carol Scott, Dave Burns, Marcella Larch, Peggy Foster, Lisa and Glen Summers, Karen Staub, Mike Moloney, Nancy Mattson, Ken Jamsa, Alan Bruner and Chris Newcomb. 

Meeting called to order a 7:00 PM.

Quorum was established with six of seven board members present. Minutes of the June meeting were approved as written. Carol gave the information of a balance of $1385.82 in the Sycamore Trails account and is holding $155.20 in cash and checks. Peggy has $45 in tee shirt sales and Dave is holding about $60 in contributions from music events. We spent over $700 on herbicide, paid Tim Dibble his $250 final fee, and bought the “Event Tent” for $220 (Dave and Peggy donated $110 of that.) Dan turned in an invoice for $125 for the projector (He and Sue donated the other $125). Mike will complete the paperwork to open our new bank account and get it to Carol.  

Committee Reports:


Program---Heritage Day was a great success with many of our members in “Friends” tee shirts helping the park staff and Glen and Dave supplying music from the event tent. One suggestion for next year: a sign that welcomes all who are walking by. Some people seemed to be confused about who was invited to share in the activities.  The Pine Hills hike was attended by 10 people, two who learned of it from Heritage Days, two from Clinton, IN who got the info from the paper.  July 23: Canoe trip with cook out at Dan’s---13 are scheduled. August 13, 7:30 PM at Hickory Shelter in Shades: Al Bruner will present Birds of the Night. Ken and Jean will call several people to bring a desert to share. August 20: Meet at the Nature Center at 3PM for Geology Of The Park with Deborah Dale taking us out on trail three. The September camping trip is now planned as a day trip to Brown County SP. More details later.  September 15 Ginger Murphy is to attend our monthly meeting.

Al Brunner reported on an Audubon Society project: Indiana’s Important Bird Areas Program. He and Dan have been talking to James Cole, Indiana IBA Coordinator, about nominating the Sugar Creek valley from the Wabash River to above Shades as an IBA. Ken will see if we can get James Cole to do a program for the Friends. Audubon Society will hold it’s spring 2006 meeting at Turkey Run and Shades. Al reported the meeting would be open to the public. 


Public Relations---Lisa discussed the process for getting the event posters out to various business and other locations where they will be displayed. She will e-mail to Barb and other members who volunteered. Barb and some members can print in color. Volunteers will print (or pick up) and post at designated locations.


Finance---Mike will present a proposed budget at the next meeting. Dave reported that the IPL Golden Eagle Grant administrator and the Lawrence Group had both acknowledged receiving our grant applications. Nellie Myers at the Inn is willing to display donated items for silent auction fund raising. Donations needed! Peggy was authorized to re-invest proceeds from tee shirt sales into more tee shirts.


Membership--- Chairperson still needed.


Dan, Peggy and Dave will work on revising the Membership and Endowment Fund brochures. Also look at several levels of membership based on dollar amount. Target date is September 1.

Volunteer Coordinator’s Report ---Nancy has received seven completed skills inventory sheets and two more were completed at the meeting. She also reported more than 700 volunteer hours in the second quarter, and believes that this understates the true number.

Project Status Reports:


Lusk Garden--- Peggy reports that it is looking great. She has a new volunteer.


Flora Inventory---Rich continues to add species.


Photograph the Trails---Ken says he is almost done.


Kids photography contest---planning is still in progress. 

Old Business:


IGA signup. Chris reported that a group of park employees have signed up. Dave will see if any money has come in to PCCF yet.


Insurance---Dave still does not have a quote and will follow up. Karen will contact her agent to see if he might be interested.

Letter of Agreement---Dan had some last minutes suggestions. A committee of Dan, Rich, Peggy and Dave was authorized to finalize the document and send it on to Barb.


Event tent---Cost $220 for a commercial duty model with four walls, a wheeled carrying case and many other features. Thanks to Mike for picking it up. Dave will transport and help set it up for anyone who wants to use it.


Kiosk Project---On hold until after Brown County Park visit. A Nature Conservancy Grant funded their kiosks. Dave noted that the new Department of Rural Affairs might be a source of some grant money.


Launch Date---Dave is still planning on September 1, but will not take it to Sycamore Trails until we have insurance.

New Business

Glen said that Barb had talked to him about “resting” some trails and the possibility of a new trail. Chris reported that they are trying to close off unauthorized trails. Glen said that he had been up Sugar Mill Creek and that could make a nice trail. There also was a possibility of a new trail south of HY 47 on Turkey Run Creek. The issue of spreading invasive plant seeds on hikers boots was raised. Chris said we would need to work with a park designer. We need more information.

Dave passed out a questionnaire that is being used to gather information about what people want the future of Parke County to be. He explained that he is serving on the Steering Committee that will be working on a combined economic development and master land use plan for the County. He encouraged all to become informed and get involved in this important project. The forms should be turned in at Mark Spelbring’s office at the fairground or returned to Dave.

 Meeting adjourned at 8:39 PM

Next meeting August 18, 7PM at the Nature Center

Bold type indicates action is required.

Peggy Foster, Secretary  

