May 18, 2006

Board and Membership Meeting of the

Friends of Turkey Run and Shades State Parks

Chairman Dave Burns called the meeting to order at 7:05 in the Wagon Wheel Room at Turkey Run Inn and read the Statement of Purpose.  In attendance were:  Karen Staub, Ken Jamsa, Rich Scott, Carol Scott, Marcella Larch, Barbara Cummings, Lisa Kaczmarczyk, Mike Moloney, Mary Burkhart, Ron Mundell, Gail Hatfield, Wilma Shaul, Nancy Mattson, Dan Griggs, Jean Jamsa, Dixie Kunze and Dave Burns.  New attendees Ron Mundell and Gail Hatfield were welcomed and everyone introduced himself or herself. Dave explained the main purpose of the meeting was the election of officers and appointment of Standing Committees.  

Election of Officers
Dave announced the nominated slate of officers for 2006/2007. He asked for nominations from the floor. There were no nominations from the floor and a motion was made and passed to close the nominations. These officers were unanimously elected: Dave Burns, Chairman; Mike Moloney, Vice Chairman; Peggy Foster, Secretary; Carol Scott, Treasurer.

Carol Scott reported the treasury has $1043.71.  Rich Scott made a correction to the April minutes.  His Latin title “Homo taxonomist” is two words, not one. Mary made the motion to accept the minutes as corrected, Wilma seconded and all were in favor.

Appointment of Standing Committees

Dave suggested that standing committees have their meetings separate from the monthly board and membership meeting and then bring their recommendations to the monthly meeting for action.  This would then allow more time for programs and presenters. The following committees were appointed for 2006/2007:
Program and Special Events Committee: Chair—Ken, Karen, Jean and Lisa K.
Dave read a reported from Peggy that the Herb Faire was very successful and that the Friends netted $175.25 after expenses had been split with the Master Gardeners.  Karen reported she had made an additional $95.50 for the Friends from the Luther Home plant sales in her booth.  Both Karen and Peggy will need containers for plants for next year’s Herb Faire.
Finance Committee: Chair—Carol, Mike and Dave

Membership Committee: Chair—Dixie, Peggy, Carol and Lisa

Notification of the Friends’ meetings has been in the last two issues of the Rockville Sentinel newspaper.  Dixie announced that the Endowment brochure is almost completed.

Historical and Research Committee: Chair—Rich and Jean

Public Relations Committee: Chair—Lisa, Dixie, Mary (Sugar Creek Chronicles), Mike (Website), and Peggy (Tee Shirts)

Mike will appreciate assistance in getting the Friends’ web site properly linked.
Volunteer Activities Coordinator—Nancy

Nancy reported that 235 1/2 volunteer hours were submitted to her for the month of April.  More hours were unreported so please remember to email volunteer hours to Nancy and Barb.
Grant Writers Coordinator—Dave, Writers—Jim, Nancy, Wilma and Don

Nancy’s practice grant is for books for the Nature Center library.  She may have a funding organization.  Don is working on a grant for a bat detector.

Park Input

Barbara thanked all who pulled Garlic Mustard at Shades on May 6.  She announced that a class from Purdue has donated $1000 worth of herbicides for future eradication.  There is a new invasive grass in the park called Phfragmetis.  Dave noted that the Rotary Club is very anxious to partner with the Friends to build an amphitheater.

Projects and Leaders

Lusk Home Heritage Garden—Peggy, Jack, Mary and Marcella

On behalf of Peggy, Dave reported that the garden is mostly planted

Monitor and Control of Invasive Species—Dan, Rich, Cliff and Dixie

Dan said it is preferable to pull Garlic Mustard rather than just picking the blossoms as had been previously suggested.  Garlic Mustard may be “winning.”  Its seeds are viable for at least 7 years and most likely 12 or more.  On a recent kayak trip from Deer’s Mill Covered Bridge to the Narrows, Dixie discovered that garlic mustard is lining the banks almost continuously.  Dan reported a new invasive insect, the wooly adelig, has been found in the Smoky Mountains which is killing the hemlocks.  Rich reminded the members that we will need to work on Japanese Stilt Grass from mid July through September.  A Bush Honeysuckle eradiation may be scheduled in June.

Plant Bio-diversity Inventory—Rich

Rich has developed a workshop on identifying flowering plants that he will use as a fundraiser.  There will be a practice presentation for interested Friends.  Rich will notify via email.

Silent Auction—Jean, Glen

The Silent Auction is a “work in progress.”  Glen is building a box for the bids

Luther Property—Karen, Peggy and Mary

Karen will start digging bulbs after the leaves die and then will be able to sell the bulbs until November.
Photography Contest—Jean

In discussion with a 4H leader, it was suggested that the Friends give awards to the 4Hers at the Parke County Fair. Jean will continue to develop this and other ideas.

Dave reminded members to submit photographs for the Parke County souvenir deck of playing cards.  Deadline is June 1.

Standing Committee Chairpersons need to submit a plan of action for the coming year and present it at the June meeting.  Dave will develop a master plan of action based on the parks’ needs and the committee chairmen’s plans of action.  Future meeting formats were discussed.  Short (15 minutes) presentations or training sessions by members followed by a business meeting seemed to be the general consensus.  A 6:00 meeting time was suggested but most members wished the meetings to continue to be at 7:00 p.m.

The meeting adjourned at 8:40.

Thanks again to Dixie for taking notes,

Peggy Foster, Secretary 
