March 15, 2007

Board and Membership Meeting of the

Friends of Turkey Run and Shades State Parks
Chairman Dave Burns called the meeting to order at 7:02PM in the Wagon Wheel Room at Turkey Run Inn and read the Statement of Purpose and welcomed our guests.  Members in attendance were Karen Staub, Rich and Carol Scott, Mike Moloney, Barbara Cummings, Nancy Mattson, Marcella Larch, Lisa Kaczmarczyk, Peggy Foster and Dave Burns, Ken and Jean Jamsa, Lisa and Glen Summers, Dixie Kunze, Donna and Robert Loudermilk.  Guests were Brian, Alex and Jaci Emory, Jim and Beata St. Clair, and Allen and Laura Bates. A quorum was established with six Board Members present. 

Carisa Lovett, Dobbs Park Naturalist, presented a delightful program on Indiana bats after giving us all a quiz “What I know About Bats” and then giving us the right answers! Bat habits, habitats and construction of bat houses were covered. Finally we were introduced to a Big Brown bat that is being rehabilitated and has trained Carisa to feed it mealworms every time it opens it mouth!

The business meeting was called to order and minutes of the January meeting were approved. The February meeting was cancelled due to bad weather.

TRESURER’S REPORT:  Carol reported a balance of $2726.51 in the treasury.  (See attached Treasurer’s Report.) Dave presented a year-end report of the PCCF Friends Endowment Fund that showed a balance of $7126.52 with $350 available for withdrawal.  Ken made a motion to reinvest the $350 into the Endowment Fund.  Rich 2nd and the motion carried.  Dave will check into the process for reinvestment.

PARK INPUT: Barb reported there is an effort to collect Ash Tree seeds. The TNC has a website that tells how to collect.  It is ejaquart@tnc.org or 317-951-8818.  The park will have an Earth Day Event April 21st. 
COMMITTEE REPORTS

PROGRAM COMMITTEE: Karen reported on up-coming meeting programs:

April 19th, Annual Membership Meeting-Prof. Marion T. Jackson of Indiana State Univ. and author of Trees of Indiana will speak.  The dinner will be at 6PM (pitch-in dinner) and the program at 7 PM.  (Please note the time change)  Guests are asked to register by calling Barb or any board member.

Rich reported on the programs for Wildflower Identification: March 24, 29 and April 5, 26; Tree Identification on April 19 and 22 and Botany hikes March 31 and April 14, and 28.  Rich has created a booklet “The Common Wildflowers of Turkey Run and Shades” that will be available for the Botany hikes.  He will consider rescheduling the Pine Hills hike for Friends that was cancelled in Feb. due to weather. 

Jean Jamsa will have her program on “Journaling in the Outdoors” on April 14th, and has other dates set later in the summer and fall.

PUBLIC RELATIONS/PUBLICITY: Lisa reported that she has sent information about the above programs to be published in Native Roots and local newspapers..

NOMINATING COMMITTEE: Lisa thanked Ken, Jean and Dixie for their help.  Mike and Carol’s term on the Board expires this year as does Dave and Peggy.  Dave and Peggy asked not to be re-nominated.  Ken and Dixie were nominated as new board members.   Mike and Carol were re-nominated for a second two-year term. Additional nominations can be made from the floor at the Annual Membership meeting in April.

MEMBERSHIP: Dues must be paid by April 19th, to be eligible to vote at the Annual Meeting. Dixie is sending PR information to 11 area newspapers.  She would like to get more photos of events. Dixie attended a meeting at the Park County Community Foundation promoting a Golf Marathon fund raising event. She described the criteria for the event, however, no one volunteered to participate. 

Dave asked for authorization to make minor revisions to the Membership Brochure and purchase another 1000 copies. Mike 1st, Ken 2nd, motion carried.

FINANCE COMMITTEE: Dixie presented an idea to raise money by selling picture puzzles. She will get more info and present it to the group later. 

HISTORICAL/RESEARCH COMMITTEE: Historical committee had nothing new to report. Rich reported that the mounting of plants is continuing.  This project has been “in process” for three years and he estimates that it will require at least another year before getting the data into a scientific journal

VOLUNTEER COORDINATER: Nancy needs March volunteer hours prior to the Annual Meeting to prepare a year-end summary.
GRANTWRITERS: 

1) Nancy’s grant request to Norcross Wildlife Foundation was successful. She had a check for $2500 to buy books for the Nature Center. Dave appointed Nancy Grant Administrator for this project.

2) Nancy has a grant pending with REMC for computer and projector.

3) Dave has a grant pending with AIS Foundation to fund lighting, sound and projection equipment for the new amphitheater.

4) The Golden Eagle grant needs a final report. 

PROJECTS:

Amphitheater: Rotary Club will be doing more local fundraising than originally planned.  Barb passed out copies of the structural plan.
Lusk Home Heritage Garden: Seeds have been ordered.  The garden plan has been completed, and work will begin soon.

Monitor and Control of Invasive Species: Barb reported the DNR continues working on Bush Honeysuckle. She anticipates loosing one of the crew to Raccoon Lake.

Luther Property: Karen and Peggy have been digging Winter Aconite, Mock Orange, ferns, roses, and Snow Drops.  Karen will supply wildflowers from her property for the sale April 14th. Marcella will check her schedule and volunteered to sell the plants.   Jean will help prepare the plants. A sign needs to be made to inform the public that the flowers were not from the Park property.  Barb volunteered to provide the sign.
OLD BUSINESS: Letter of Agreement: Nothing new.  

NEW BUSINESS: 

1. Dave and Rich attended a meeting with the Parke County soil and Water District Board. They would like to partner with the Friends on a project to inform the public about the importance of Sugar Creek.  They may develop a brochure. Glen, Rich and Peggy volunteered to work on this project.

2. Peggy passed out information on a river or stream clean up project.

3. Dave discussed the need to review and revise our By-Laws and volunteered for the project.

Meeting adjourned at 9:20 PM

Next meeting April 19th at 6 p.m.

Peggy Foster, Secretary   (Please Note: Action items are underlined)

