March 16, 2006 Meeting of the

Board and Membership of 

The Friends of Turkey Run and

Shades State Parks  

The March 2006 meeting of the Friends of Turkey Run and Shades State Parks was called to order at 7:05 PM in the Wagon Wheel Room of Turkey Run Inn with Dave reading the Statement of Purpose.

Attending the meeting were Rich and Carol Scott, Lisa Summers, Barb Cummings, Dixie Kunze, Karen Staub, Wilma Shaul, Mike Moloney, Dan Griggs, Mary Burkhart, Marcella Larch, Dave Burns, Peggy Foster and (attending for the first time as members) Lisa Kaszmarczyk, Don Collins and Leonor Weidman.

The business meeting was called to order. A quorum was established with only one board member absent. The minutes of the February meeting were read. Barb said that the amount of money left in the Golden Eagle grant account should have been reported as less than $2000 remaining in Feb.  Minutes were approved with the correction (Dan moved for approval and Mary seconded) with all in favor. Carol reported that there is $950.11 in the treasury.  There will be a bill forthcoming from Kwik Kopy for the corrected brochures for approximately $80.

Park Input: Barb reported that the Friends of Hardy Lake won the DNR Partnership Award with their Animal Rehabilitation Center which they man entirely.  She also talked of the special event coming up on April 15th, Spring Wildflower Day.  Those who have already signed up to help are Rich Scott, Jean Jamsa who will do “journalizing”, Jean Turnmire who will do a slide show.  Anyone else who wishes to volunteer should contact Barbara. 

Committee Reports.


Nominating Committee: Lisa reported that the committee had met and slated Karen Staub, Nancy Mattson and Dan Griggs for a two year terms on the Board of Directors.  Those completing their terms are Ken Jamsa, Dan Griggs and Lisa Summers.  Dave will keep past board members on the Board e-mail list and add Karen and Nancy. 

Program Committee: Karen reported that the pictures are finished on Trails 1, 2, and 3 and that the slide show is completed and most of the “kinks” are worked out of the show.  She also reported that Dr. Gammon would be speaking at our next (annual) meeting in April.  He will be speaking on the health and condition of Sugar Creek.  He is a retired professor and has a passion for “clean water”.  

Public Relations Committee: Lisa will get info to Karen for a press release for Dr. Gamon’s presentation.  She will also try to get in contact with some colleges to get volunteers for eradication day.  Mike will get info to persons at Rose Hulman. 

Finance Committee: No report.  Discussion ensued around insurance, which is paid through Sept. and cost $301.
Membership Committee: Dixie Kunze volunteered to be membership chairman.  Dave will set up a meeting with Dixie and the PCCF to revise our Endowment Fund Brochure.  Peg will get new membership info to Dixie and a current membership list.  

Volunteer Coordinator's Report: No report.  Peggy circulated the sign up sheet for anyone who remembered their volunteer hours.

Project Reports


Plant Survey: Rich reported that his group to mount plant species met once since last meeting and feels that the process is going well.  He anticipates that it will take a long time to complete this project. 

           Lusk Garden: Peggy reported that Jack Rice and she had met to plan a tentative map for the garden.  These were passed out to those who generally volunteer.

           Kids Photography Contest: No report.


Silent Auction: No report.

Grants

            Beginning Grant Writers Workshop: Dave reported that Wilma Shaul, Nancy Mattson, and Don Collins will be the three persons going to the workshop.  All applications are completed and mailed to Purdue. Dave recognized the Parke County Community Foundation for their $250 grant to sponsor two of the attendees. Dave will complete the remaining paperwork.  Dave will also meet with these three persons to go over some ideas for potential grants.  Barb asked to be included in this process.  


Golden Eagle Grant: The money is almost all used.  The eradication, initially started by Dan and Rich doing the work, has taken out about 40 acres of Bush Honeysuckle, which includes almost 1/3 of “Bush Honeysuckle Hill.”  Dan will complete the paperwork for the grant final report.
            Barb talked about May 6th as the DNR Welcome Back Weekend.  This is the day for garlic mustard eradication at Shades.  The group is to meet at the Hickory Shelter. Volunteers for that day should also meet there.  The time will be announced later.  Last year, Jean and Ken Jamsa organized a picnic lunch for volunteers.  Peg will talk with Jean when they return from Florida and see if she is interested in repeating the “picnic” lunch” this year.   Rich also reported that he and Bill Harvey surveyed Shades recently for invasive plants.  He reported that there is very little Bush Honeysuckle but a lot of Multifora Rose (which may be dying from a disease).  However, they found Autumn Olive in abundance at Shades.  In Turkey Run, Privet is bad, especially around the Narrows Bridge area. 

Kiosk / Pulliam Grant: Rich reported on joint meeting with the Friends of Sugar Creek. He spoke of the areas that needed a Kiosk and the groups that we hope will be partners in this endeavor. Jim Spence has agreed to write a Preliminary Grant Proposal by May 1 and will need some help on this.  


National Fish and Wildlife Grant: Dave has talked with Doug Keller and Lee Casebere on information about herbicides for privet and stilt grass.  However, at this time this NF&W grant will not be resubmitted.

Old Business


Letter of Agreement: No new information.


Invasive Plant Workshop: The date has been changed to September 30th, 2006.  The room location is now the Pioneer Room.  Changes were made to reduce the cost of the event.  Two of the three speakers are confirmed.  Barb is to talk to Tom Osborn regarding speaking prior to taking the group in cars to see first hand some invasive plants.  Due to the date change, Rich is unable to assist.  However, Dan and Barb and possibly Tom may help, although the time slot may be tricky as a planetarium show is scheduled at 2:00 on Saturdays.


Herb Faire, May 13th: Rich spoke of the parcel of land that was donated to Shades State Park by the Luthers a few years back.  There are many non-native species growing and flourishing which Barb indicated could be donated to the Faire.  Karen Staub volunteered to map the plants over several months, and determine exactly what specimens are there, both native and non-native.  There are also a number of invasive species in this area.  Discussion ensued about members taking some of the plants and donating money to the Friends group.  Once Karen has started the mapping, this process can be pursued.  Members should select only non-native plants and, if in doubt about the plant, check with Karen, Peggy, Rich or Barb.  Garlic mustard may be dug up anytime prior to its blooming and left in the area to dry.  However, after it blooms, the seeds must be captured to prevent reproduction.  

New Business


A Forested Watershed Symposium is scheduled in Abe Martin Lodge, Brown County State Park on April 6th.  Dave and Peggy are planning to go.  A brochure was circulated.  

  
The Parke County Plan for development was discussed.  There are four meetings set for the areas of Work, Play, Living and a new one on Education.  The dates for these were in the Sentinel. Dave encouraged everyone interested to attend one or more of these meetings.

 
The Annual Membership Meeting will be in the Pioneer Room on April 20 and will begin at 6:00 p.m. with a pitch-in meal.  Bring you own service. If you are coming from work, you need not worry about bringing something, there is always plenty of food. The speaker will begin at 7:00 with the business meeting to follow.  New Board Members will be elected by the current Membership and the Board will then nominate and elect Officers for the coming year.

Meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m.

Peggy Foster, Secretary

