June 15, 2006

Board and Membership Meeting of the

Friends of Turkey Run and Shades State Parks

Chairman Dave Burns called the meeting to order at 7:04 in the Wagon Wheel Room at Turkey Run Inn and read the Statement of Purpose.  In attendance were: Karen Staub, Jean Jamsa, Rich and Carol Scott, Mike Moloney, Mary Burkhart, Dan Griggs, Dixie Kunze, Chris Newcomb, Glen and Lisa Summers, Nancy Matson, Peggy Foster and Dave Burns.   New attendees Mark Smith, Royden and Cathy Hobson, Pat Wilkinson, Greg Jones, Greg Oskay were welcomed and everyone introduced himself or herself. .  

Dave introduced Greg Oskay, our program speaker, who owns land here in Parke County that he is managing for wild life habitat.  Greg spoke about the Butterfly Count, which is held each summer and provided information for the Friends who are interested in participating.  The process is similar to bird counts with the philosophy of CPR (catch, photograph, and release. It is held to be held between July 10th and July 23rd this year.  Greg’s property off Hwy 59, is one of the sites in Indiana where a large number and great variety of butterflies are seen.  Greg invited the Friends to join him for the count on his property on July 15th beginning at 9:00am.  Long pants with hiking shoes are recommended, expect about a three-mile walk through the woods, after which he will provide lunch and a possible dip in the pond, then more butterfly counting.  Any butterflies that can not be identified on this day will be photographed with information send to John Shuey of TNC, in Ohio who has written Butterflies of Ohio, for identification. Please email Greg at GOSKAY25@IQUEST.NET if you are interested in joining his group that day and he will provide directions to his property.

Glen introduced Greg Jones who lives by the Big Pine Woods.  Greg is in the Hoosier Environment Council, which is the largest conservation advocacy group in Indiana.  The Council is trying to get Regional councils established and invited those who were interested to join.  The Wabash Valley council has 15 counties and is looking for representatives from each.  If interested, please contact Greg at RIVERSIDEDCWI.COM.  

Mark Smith introduced himself.  He is visiting the park and learned of our meeting and came as a guest.  His grandfather lived near Deer’s Mill and he has many memories of the area.  He is connected with the Wabash and Erie Canal Museum in Delphi and had met some of our members when we visited there.

The minutes of the May meeting were approved as written.  

Carole reported that there is $1,285.21 in the treasury. 

PARK INPUT:  Chris passed around a schedule of park events that Barbara provided.  Anyone who wishes to help with these events is encouraged to sign up or call Barbara.

Events are: June 24th, Astrology Day, 10-3

                   July 8th, Heritage Festival 9:30-3:00

                   August 5th,Festival of Birds, 10:00 to 3:00

                   Sept. 3rd, Archeology Day 10:00-4:00

                   Sept 30th, National Public Lands Day 9:30 to 1:00. 

Chris reported that Gary Warman has several sites in mind for the amphitheater and he and Chris are ready to work with the Friends and the Rotary to begin this project.   He also reported that Don Donavan, NRCS naturalist had some Federal money for eradication of invasive species that had to be used quickly but the park and NRCS were not able to complete the paperwork quickly enough.  Thoughts are now on trying to procure funds for next year if they are available. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

PROGRAM COMMITTEE: Karen Staub reported that the goals for the program committee are three: Providing monthly short speakers for our monthly meetings, scheduling longer programs for members of Friends each month and providing awareness for the events that the park has established.  Following is a list of the current short monthly programs that are planned: 

July 20th, Ray Heck (topic is Wabash River)

August 17th, Nancy Matson (topic is Lusk Home)

September/October: Jim Swinford/ Karen Staub

November 16th, Ken Jamsa (PowerPoint slides on Trails)

December 15th, Christmas Party at the Burns, (note that the day is Friday, not Thursday.

For the future, the committee may consider a park sponsored butterfly count or stream cleaning by canoe.

Longer Monthly Programs are:

August 5th, Bird Hike with Alan Bruner

August 12th, Pitch In Lunch at Karen Staub’s house (hike will focus on bugs and insects)

Sept.16th, Geology program

Oct. 28th, Pine Hills with Rich Scott

Nov. 4th, Nature Craft Projects, Karen Staub (begin collecting dried pods, seeds, nuts, etc.)

PUBLIC RELATIONS/PUBLICITY: Lisa reported that the committee needs to have information at least three weeks in advance of the event to properly promote it to the public.  She suggested Informational releases could include pictures; Event flyers need people to distribute; the Newsletter needs to be posted at the Nature Center and TR Inn (need to recruit more contributors); and the Website needs updated periodically and needs to include the Newsletter. Anyone who wished to send information/ideas about the Website should send them to Mike Maloney who will update the site.  Chairpersons or event planners need to email Lisa all specifics concerning events for publication.  Hopefully, the PowerPoint show will be complete soon for those who wish to use it.  T-shirts will be offered for sale at events.  Lisa suggested that we add another member who might be able to make phone calls, when needed.  She also proposed that the Newsletter go out on Jan., April, July, and Oct.  Articles are to be to Mary Burkhart by June 30th.  (In the future, articles should be in at least 10 days before the end of the month prior to Newsletter distribution for her to get them organized.) 

MEMBERSHIP:  Dixie reported that the brochures for our endowment fund are almost ready.  She had several copies for the membership to proof.  She is planning on more contact with youth groups for eradication events.  A sign up sheet at events will help with follow-up of the contacts.  She has contacted 7 newspapers for publications of information.  She will coordinate with other organizations for Friends events and Eradication Days.

FINANCE COMMITTEE: Dave reported that they need to develop an operating budget, encourage and support fund-raising events, encourage and support grant writing activities, develop and implement a policy to move excess funds from the operating treasury to the endowment fund and cultivate potential donors to the Endowment Fund.

HISTORICAL/RESEARCH COMMITTEE: Rich reported that the committee proposes to be more active with the historical collection.  He needs to draw information from files to a usable and accessible form, noting that Jack McCormick was primarily responsible for saving Pine Hills.  Individual who is interested can join a “history club” which Rich will organize.  

VOLUNTEER COORDINATER: Nancy reported 500 volunteer hours were submitted to her for the Months of April and May.

GRANTWRITERS: Dan is to meet with Barbara to close out the Golden Eagle Grant.  We have received a post card that we will hear from the Pulliam Grant application in June/July. (Information was received prior to writing these minutes and unfortunately, the grant was denied)  Nancy is working on a grant for books for the Library.  She is seeking $5000 from the Norcross Greeting Card Co who funds educational projects that have to do with conservation.  Jean mentioned that Hallmark might also be a possibility. 
PROJECTS:

Lusk Home Heritage Garden: Peggy reported that the garden is thriving and looks good.  Lettuce and kale was made available for members to take home.

Monitor and Control of Invasive Species: Dave reported that Duke Energy which bought out Cinergy has a public service day and will have a team to do eradication on June 30th.  Any members who wish to join that day may do so.  A chain saw will be used for bush honeysuckle and other invasives.  The next invasive to target is Stilt Grass.  Karen Staub will pull garlic mustard at Billie Creek at 9:00a.m. Tuesday if anyone is available to join her.

Peggy reported that the Invasive Workshop (being organized by Sycamore Trails Resource and Conservation Development Education Committee) is scheduled for September 30th at the Turkey Run Inn in the Pioneer Room.  The cost is $20.  The brochure is being completed and will be available for distribution at a later time.

Plant Bio-diversity Inventory: Rich reported that the class on identifying wildflowers went well and will be repeated several times yet this summer.

Silent Auction: Jean is meeting with Nellie regarding the auction.

Luther Property: Karen is taking 8 different bulbs with her this weekend to sell. ($1.50 for a dozen bulbs)
Photography Contest: Jean has had a meeting with 4H sponsors regarding the contest.  She suggested that we need 5 savings bonds of $25 each with five ribbons for the categories.  We also need 2 people to go to the Parke Co. 4h Fair (Dan volunteered to help).  Next year, she suggested that we need park-wide invitations.
In discussion with a 4H leader, it was suggested that the Friends give awards to the 4Hers at the Parke County Fair. Jean will continue to develop this and other ideas.

Dave reminded members to submit photographs for the Parke County souvenir deck of playing cards.  Deadline is July 1.

NEW BUSINESS: Dave reported on the site visitation @ Froehde Woods in Terre Haute that was done in association with The Nature Conservancy and Sycamore Trails Resource Conservation and Development Council.  STRC&D is considering the property for forestry management, training and other educational uses, if the process for transfer is approved.  Names suggested by members as potentially being interested in assisting with he care of the property (when negotiations are completed) were L.C. Paulley, who has given money to Rose Hulman, Mark Minster and friend at St. Mary of the Woods and civil engineers at Rose who have built a bridge at Otter Creek.

The meeting adjourned at 8:51
Peggy Foster, Secretary 

