July 20, 2006

Board and Membership Meeting of the

Friends of Turkey Run and Shades State Parks
Chairman Dave Burns called the meeting to order at 7:06 in the Pioneer Room at Turkey Run Inn and read the Statement of Purpose.  In attendance were: Karen Staub, Lois Lawson, Rich and Carol Scott, Mike Moloney, Lisa Summers, Lisa Kaczmarczyk, Royden and Cathy Hobson, Barbara Cummings, Peggy Foster and Dave Burns. Quorum established with 5 Board Members present. Minutes of the June meeting were approved with a correction. Carol reported a balance of $1691.21 in the treasurery and reminded all to renew their IGA contribution forms that expired July 1.

Dave introduced Rae Schnapp, PhD. Agriculture, Purdue University. She is the Wabash River Keeper for the Hoosier Environmental Council (HEC). She told us the Wabash drains 24, 000 square miles of land, is 411 miles long with one damn at Huntington. The mission of HEC (for the Wabash River) is to envision the potential of the river, to eliminate pollution sources, to be a wildlife guardian, and to enforce the environmental laws that apply. She said that the Miami Indian name Wabash translated "water flowing over white rocks”.  

The Indiana Department of Environmental Management lists the following numbers of “impaired streams” and causes, many of which flow into the Wabash: 

180 sedimentation

167 restricted fish consumption for PCB and mercury

74 e-coli from human and animal waste

82 others for oxygen deficiency, excess nitrates, dissolved solids, ammonia and algae

Dr. Schnapp talked about the impact of these pollutants on the fish and wildlife in the feeder streams and the Wabash and about the economic impact of these problems.  An interesting tidbit: Indiana is the leading producer of Peking Ducks, raised along the Wabash, which are exported to China. She quoted Robert F. Kennedy, Jr. who said “Good environmental policy equals good economic policy”. She talked about the sources of the pollution: agricultural activities, coal-burning power plants, failing septic systems, and field drainage tiles. She talked about some solutions and grants to begin to address these problems. She encouraged people to get involved with Hoosier River Watch and HEC. You can contact her, the Wabash River Keeper at 765-714-4821 or e-mail rschnapp@hecweb.org.

PARK INPUT: Barb reported that Heritage Day was a great success with 171 paying to participate in the pioneer crafts and 1000 “interpretative contacts” made. Thanks to all the Friends who helped. The next Park event is to be the Bird Festival, on Aug.5. Volunteers are needed. The Friends will underwrite $150 of the $200 fee for Mark Booths’ Raptor Bird show.
COMMITTEE REPORTS

PROGRAM COMMITTEE: Karen Staub reported that a good time was had by all at Greg Oskay’s butterfly count.

Up coming events and meeting programs:

August 12th, Pitch in and hike (focus on insects) at Karen’s 

August 17th, Nancy Matson (topic is Lusk Home)
September/October: Jim Swinford/ Karen Staub

November 16th, Ken Jamsa (PowerPoint slides on Trails)

December 15th, Christmas Party at the Burns, (note that the day is Friday, not Thursday.

Longer Monthly Programs are:

Sept.16th, Geology program

Oct. 28th, Pine Hills with Rich Scott

Nov. 4th, Nature Craft Projects, Karen Staub (begin collecting dried pods, seeds, nuts, etc.)

PUBLIC RELATIONS/PUBLICITY: Lisa reported that the Newsletter and Minutes of meetings will be put on the Web-site. She also recommended that the meeting room in the Inn be put on also.  

MEMBERSHIP: Dave distributed the new Endowment Fund brochures to members who wanted some to distribute and gave the rest to Barb.

FINANCE COMMITTEE: No report
HISTORICAL/RESEARCH COMMITTEE: Rich reported that Jean, Ken, Nancy, John, Mike and Chris have shown interest. First meeting soon. Dave asked if the committee would research the history of the founder of the International Rotary Club at the park. 

VOLUNTEER COORDINATER: Nancy told Dave that she had 747 volunteer hours reported for the 2nd quarter.
1) GRANTWRITERS: 
2) Dan is to meet with Barbara to close out the Golden Eagle Grant. (No new report)

3) Pulliam Grant was denied, Dave read letter of rejection.

4) Nancy is working on a grant for books for the Library. (No new report)
PROJECTS:

Lusk Home Heritage Garden: Peggy reported that the garden is thriving and looks good.  Many vegetables were available for members to take home.

Monitor and Control of Invasive Species Peggy reported that the Invasive Workshop (being organized by Sycamore Trails Resource and Conservation Development Education Committee) is scheduled for September 30th at the Turkey Run Inn in the Pioneer Room.  The cost is $20.  The brochure is being completed and will be available for distribution at a later time.
Rich is very pessimistic about the control of stilt grass in Sugar Creek. He has surveyed the sites they worked so hard on last year. It is all back and more. We may need to concentrate our energy where we can make a difference.

Plant Bio-diversity Inventory: Rich reported that he would be wrapping up the work this summer.

Silent Auction: No new report

Luther Property: No new report

Photography Contest: Jean and Dan looked at 4-H photographs at the Fair. It was difficult to identify “park” pictures. Names of the children were taken and resolution will occur later.

Amphitheater/Rotary Dave and Chris met with representatives of the Rockville Rotary Club July 18th to discuss a joint project to build an amphitheater at Turkey Run. Chris showed preliminary sketches and estimated material cost of $15,000. Rotary thinks they can raise the money and will plan to organize work parties. Chris must get DNR approval for construction. Dave asked Friends to consider a $1000 pledge. Construction will not be until next summer.

OTHER OLD BUSINESS: none

NEW BUSINESS: none

The meeting adjourned at 9:00PM

Next meeting August 17th.

Peggy Foster, Secretary

