January 18, 2007

Board and Membership Meeting of the

Friends of Turkey Run and Shades State Parks
Chairman Dave Burns called the meeting to order at 7:05 in the Wagon Wheel Room at Turkey Run Inn and read the Statement of Purpose.  Introductions were made around the room. Members in attendance were Karen Staub, Rich and Carol Scott, Mike Moloney, Barbara Cummings, Nancy Mattson, Marcella Larch, Lisa Kaczmarczyk, Peggy Foster and Dave Burns, Ken and Jean Jamsa, Lisa and Glen Summers, Dan Griggs, Dixie Kunze, Jim Spence, Greg Oskay, and Jean Turnmire. Guests were Erin Summers, Kay and John Timm, and Jim and Beata StClair. A quorum was established with all Board Members present. 

Glen Summers presented a program about forest succession. The forests of west central Indiana start with “pioneer” species of weeds and shrubs in open, disturbed places and ends with a “climax” forest of Maple and Beech. Fire, wind, water and man all alter the succession. Because fire has been suppressed by man, the Hickory and Oaks that normally thrive after fires are being replaced by Maple and Beech, which are less commercially desirable. In addition to fires, wind and RTV’s also create a lot of damage to the trees and soil.  He suggested that selected harvesting could provide open spaces for the oaks and hickory. The book, The Hidden Forest was suggested for further information.

Minutes of the November meeting were approved. (Jim made the motion; Dan seconded)

Carol reported a balance of $1618.51 in the treasury. See attached Treasurer’s Report

PARK INPUT: Barb reported that park personnel were working to eradicate Bush Honeysuckle near Trail 8 as well as the largest area of honeysuckle identified by Rich and Dan several years ago. She is compiling the Annual Report for the park and may need some info from the Friends. The Amphitheater site (between the pool and the tennis courts) has been surveyed. It cannot be named for Paul Harris the founder of Rotary Club. The Rockville Rotary will be coordinating volunteer efforts involving area high school Service Clubs. Karen asked that Barb distribute the park’s event dates for 2007.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

PROGRAM COMMITTEE: 
Up-Coming meeting programs:

Feb 15th, Mark Evans on soils and riparian buffers

March 15th, Carisa Lovett, Dobbs Park will talk about bats.

April 19th, Prof. Marion T. Jackson, Indiana State U. author of Trees of Indiana

Longer Programs are:

Jan 20th, 7PM. Lisa K will do a travel slide show on Australia. Wagon Wheel Room,TR Inn.

Feb 10th, 10AM. Hike led by Rich Scott at Pine Hills.  Meet at parking lot across from Pine Hills. 

PUBLIC RELATIONS/PUBLICITY: Lisa will get out publicity on programs. Peggy reported that three dozen Friends tee shirts had been sold to TR Inn gift shop for a profit of $72.

MEMBERSHIP: Dues notification form to be e-mailed with minutes and agendas for Jan, Feb and March. Dues must be paid by April 19, the Annual Meeting, to be eligible to vote.

FINANCE COMMITTEE: Dave reviewed the proposed 2007 budget. Jean moved to approve, second by Mike, approved by unanimous vote. 

HISTORICAL/RESEARCH COMMITTEE: History- nothing new. Rich reported that the plant inventory is proceeding  (120 plants have been mounted). Eventually the entire inventory  will go to Butler University as the Official Flora of Turkey Run Park. He is also scheduling his Identifying Wild Flowers and Identifying Trees workshops for the coming year. He is also working on a booklet “Common Wild Plants of Turkey Run and Shades State Parks---A Field Handbook, which will be sold to benefit the Friends.

VOLUNTEER COORDINATER: Nancy reported 463.5 hours Oct.-Dec. and about 1800 hours total of volunteer effort for 2006.

GRANTWRITERS: 

1) Dan is working to close out the Golden Eagle Grant. 

2) Nancy’s grant request for $4000 for books for the Library to Norcross Wildlife Foundation made the first cut. They will do the final review in February. She is looking for other ideas and needs.

3) Dave is preparing an application to the AIS Foundation to fund lighting, sound and projection equipment for the new amphitheater. 

PROJECTS:

Amphitheater: Rotary Club will be doing more local fundraising than originally planned.  If the amphitheater cannot be named for the founder, it will be harder to get national support.
Lusk Home Heritage Garden: no report

Monitor and Control of Invasive Species: Barb reported the DNR continues working on Bush Honeysuckle. (see note above)

Silent Auction: Jean suspended operation due to no sales and difficulty with displaying items. She is looking for suggestions. She donated $80 from her latest journaling workshop.

Luther Property: Karen has not been there recently. She discussed cutting a very large Burning Bush. Barb volunteered the park’s support with this.

OLD BUSINESS: 

Letter of Agreement:  Dave had an e-mail from Ginger Murphy. May have a draft by the end of the month.

NEW BUSINESS: 

Dave and Peggy, Ken and Jean, Rich, and Marcella are going to the Indiana Conservation Day on the 23d. A report will be forthcoming at the next meeting.

Next meeting Feb. 15th
Peggy Foster, Secretary

