January 19, 2006 Meeting of the

Board and Membership of 

The Friends of Turkey Run and

Shades state Parks  

The January 2006 meeting of the Friends of Turkey Run and Shades State Parks was called to order at 7:00 PM by Mike Moloney in the Wagon Wheel Room of Turkey Run Inn.

Attending the meeting were Rich and Carol Scott, Lisa Summers, Barb Cummings, Dixie and Cliff Kunze, Dan Griggs, Jean Jamsa, and Nancy Mattson.

Only single copy of the minutes of the November meeting was available, so approval of these minutes was deferred. The treasurer's report was given, with Carol reporting that our current balance is $1017.76. Barb Cummings reported that the meeting went well with the Mounds Friends.

Committee Reports.

Program Committee: Jean Jamsa reported for Ken that Tom Swinford is scheduled to visit again in February.  Dr. James Gammon is a possibility to be the speaker at our annual meeting, but we must be able to provide him a large audience. Another Taxidermy Day may be held in the spring. Dr. Marion Jackson is a very well known authority on birds and may be invited to give a presentation (which should be well publicized). Archaeology Day is coming up in September.  Another presentation by the man who has live birds of prey, Mark Booth, was suggested. This is pricey, but having donations (some by Friends) could help defray the cost. 

Public Relations Committee. Lisa reported that WTWO requires a couple of weeks notice, but would be quite willing to cover events like garlic mustard eradication and others.

Finance Committee. Mike presented a survey and estimate for the 2006 budget. The following represent some items after input from those present


Income:  

dues, estimating 25 members @$20


$500

donations from various events (musical and others)
$150

silent auction (several items of real value)

$300

corporate donations




$100

total






$1050



Expenditure




printing brochures




$200




insurance





$384




food for events




$50




cost of putting on programs (special programs)
$200




total






$824

Other committee reports

Volunteer Coordinator's Report: none

Project Reports


Eradication:  Rich and Dan reported that Rich, Cliff and Dixie did an 'eradication walk' and that these could be ongoing events. There was extensive discussion about cleaning up the creek area, which areas to concentrate on, method of disposing of items like tires, etc.  The Nature Conservancy (TNC) may provide help with stilt grass and honeysuckle.


Lusk Garden: none


Photograph the Trails: Jean reported Ken has loads of photographs and, with Rich’s help, has completed a PowerPoint tour of Trail 3


Kids Photography Contest: Mike was informed that Gary Norman is being contacted about a photo contest involving Boy Scouts. Sponsors of the contest might include State Farm, CVS pharmacy, and Galloway Photo in Terre Haute. Prizes have not been agreed upon, or categories.


Silent Auction: Jean mentioned her need of a lockable box, and Lisa took down the rough dimensions and specs.


Kiosk / Pulliam Grant: A big job.  The committee will meet again in February to continue discussions.


Special Task Force - Revised Brochures: Dan has provided artwork, not sure where we stand re. production.

Old Business


Invasive Plant Program: no report  The park has hired an invasives crew with the grant money obtained by the Friends.  The crew is about to finish up the honeysuckle eradication inside the Trail 8 loop that Rich and Dan worked so hard on last year.

Letter of Agreement: Ginger will contact Dave to set up a meeting with him and Barbara and any other interested Friends to finalize changes.

New Business


Jean reported on a morning activity mounting the plants collected by Rich during the Turkey Run plant survey.  They are creating permanent herbarium specimens to be stored at Turkey Run, at least in the short term, and perhaps at the Butler herbarium in future. Rich provided detailed labels for each plant and Jean and Rich did the mounting.  They rounded out the morning with good music and tea.  Jean said it was a most pleasant and satisfying way to spend a morning.  They invited any other Friends with an interest to join the group and help support the park in this way.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 PM.

