February 16, 2006 Meeting of the

Board and Membership of 

The Friends of Turkey Run and

Shades State Parks  

The February 2006 meeting of the Friends of Turkey Run and Shades State Parks was called to order at 7:00 PM in the Wagon Wheel Room of Turkey Run Inn with Dave reading the Statement of Purpose.

Attending the meeting were Rich and Carol Scott, Lisa and Glenn Summers, Barb Cummings, Dixie  Kunze, Ken and  Jean Jamsa, Nancy Mattson, Karen Staub, Wilma Shaw, Dave Burns, Peggy Foster and Guests Roger Beach and Zackery Cain from the Friends of Sugar Creek.

Zackery Cain gave a short presentation about the Friends of Sugar Creek. He said they were formed in 1989 and now have about 300 members, with 20 to 50 who are active. He talked about some new directions the FSC were taking. Roger Beach talked about his background in canoeing and their semi-annual “Clean Up the Creek” efforts. He said he was interested in putting up some signs at access points to educate the people using the creek about the ecology of the creek. Zackery said they were trying to get enough people to join the Hoosier River Watch program to monitor the water quality regularly. 

He said they were planning to work with the Soil and Water Conservation Board, the Natural Resource Conservation Service and the Sugar Creek Advisory Board (SCAB) to monitor activities on the creek.

He explained that the SCAB consisted of land owners who had developed an ordinance that the Montgomery County Commissioners had passed, regulating development along the creek. Dave said he would like to get a copy of the ordinance and compare it to the one in Parke County. Zakery said the FSC were interested in some joint activities with FTR&S.

Dave talked about two proposed projects that have Sugar Creek as the focus, the Information Kiosks and the Japanese Stilt Grass Eradication.  Karen invited the FRS to come to our April 20th  meeting when Jim Gamon will be speaking about water quality issues. Roger invited the FTR&S to come to the creek clean up on April 23 from 2-6PM. The Friends of Sugar Creek meet 1st Tuesdays at the Crawfordsville Public Library and invited anyone who is interested to join them here also.    

The business meeting was called to order. A quorum was established with only one board member absent. The minutes of the November meeting were approved (moved by Mike, second by Ken,) with all in favor. The minutes of the January meeting were approved (moved by Ken, second by Lisa) with all in favor. Carol reported $1162.06 in the treasurery and was presented a bill for $212.65 for printing the new membership brochures.

Dave reminded all that dues must be paid before April 1st  to be eligible to vote at the annual meeting. Send your checks to: The Friends of Turkey Run and Shades State Parks, P.O. Box 37, Marshal, In. 47859

Annual memberships are: Student-$5, Senior (60+)-$10, Individual-$20, Family-$25, Sponsor-$50, Partner-$100, Benefactor-$250, Conservator-$500

Park Input


Barb reported that the Trail 8 loop honeysuckle eradication is done. She said that the park had spent about $2000 of the grant money. The work will now move to a patch on David Griggs property (will obtain permission), then a patch south of the bridge on Mill Creek, and a patch at the Lusk Home. Rich suggested that we should plan to inspect the Trail 8 loop when the plant starts to leaf out in about a month. Barb passed around a new booklet “Why I should Care About Invasive Plants.”

Barb then read a draft of a letter she was sending to the DNR nominating the Friends for the 2005 Partnership Award. The letter listed many of the cooperative efforts that the Friends and the Parks have shared in the past year. Very impressive!    

Committee Reports.

Program Committee: Ken summarized the program plans for the coming year:

March--geology person; April 23--Dr. Gamon; May 18th --Taxidermy (involve children); June--Nat’l trails Day with Dr. Marion Jackson, tree expert; July--Heritage Day; Aug--Geology; Oct.--Campfire Program; Nov.--Nature Craft and Dec. Christmas Party.  More possibilities are Tom Swinford, Alan Bruner and a canoe trip to clean up creek.

Peggy also noted other programs of interest. March 21, 6 PM 4H Building in Rockville, Mark Nolan will speak on Roses.  May16th, Dinner and Lecture by Jo Ellen Meyer with topic yet to be announced and Invasive Species workshop at the TR Inn Sept. 9th. (Date subsequently was changed and is TBA as speakers are confirmed)  Both Karen Staub and Peggy will have a booth at the Herb Faire May 13th in Terre Haute at Fairbanks Park and will sell donated plants for the Friends.  Karen volunteered to pick up plants from members who have them.

Public Relations Committee: Lisa will get info from Barb and Ken for press releases for Partnership Nomination and Dr. Gamon’s presentation.
Finance Committee. Mike is still working on a final budget.

Membership Committee: Dave passed around copies of the 2006 membership brochure. The cover picture by Dan Griggs (with some computer enhancement) is great. The restyled type and graphic touches by Kwik Kopy make a very nice look (thought Rich still thinks the frame should go all around the picture). Mike talked about a new member from Rose who did not receive any information for several months. Peggy passed out a letter that she had composed that could be sent to newly signed members. Carol said that she would send it to new members. Dave will e-mail a copy to Carol. Dave also pointed out that we still need a Membership Chairperson.
Volunteer Coordinator's Report: 

Nancy reported that members had turned in to her 1690 volunteer hours since last February.  Some members have not turned in hours.  The initial purpose of turning in hours was to help document hours for the park and to provide recognition for the volunteers.  It was suggested that some members might not wish recognition.  However, since volunteer hours may help in getting grants, discussion ensued on how to get a more accurate count.  Peggy will work with Nancy in creating a sign in/volunteer hr sheet that can be passed around at meetings each month.
Project Reports


Plant Survey: Rich reported that a group of the Friends have met several times to mount plant specimens and, of the 590 that he has collected, 40 have been mounted.  They are mounting these specimens on herbarian sheets with a procedure that has been recommended by Butler University.  Rich will continue to send out email reminders of the date and times that he is available to work on this project so that other “Friends” may join him if they are available.  Rich also reported on the mapping of invasive species (as well as the mapping of specific plants noted above).  To date, he estimates that there are still 50 acres of bush honeysuckle.  Of 9 fields that appeared in a 1940’s map, at least 6 of these are infested with invasive plants and referred to as “white spots” by Rich.

           Lusk Garden: Peggy reported that Jack Rice, Barbara Cummings and she had met to order seeds and plant starts for the garden.  Any volunteers are welcome to join this project also.


Photograph the Trails: Ken reported that trail 3 is finished, trail 1 is almost finished and he will move to trail 2.  Rich has assisted Ken is this process.  The power point of Trail 3 is ready.  Barb gave permission for the projector to be taken off the premises.  There is a possibility to use this at the Maple Sugar Festival.  Dave will check into this.  Dates and times for volunteers were noted if this event transpires.


Kids Photography Contest: Jean continues to work on this project.


Silent Auction: Jean reported that Nellie is concerned with the quantity of items that we have in terms of safety as some items have been taken from the Inn and space for display of items is limited.  Nellie suggested starting the auction in May.  Dave suggested auctioning one item at a time.  Jean will continue to work on this and seek other member’s help as needed.


Kiosk / Pulliam Grant: Rich reported that he was waiting information from Dan. There was some discussion with our guests to include them in our next meeting since the project involves Montgomery county as well as Parke.

Old Business


Invasive Plant Program: The park has hired an invasives crew with the grant money obtained by the Friends.  The crew has finished (as noted above) the honeysuckle eradication inside the Trail 8 loop that Rich and Dan worked so hard on last year. 

Letter of Agreement: Ginger has contacted Dave to set up a meeting with him and Barbara and they are trying to determine a date for meeting.  Any other interested Friends are invited to attend.

New Business


Dave asked the nominating committee (Jean, Lisa, and Peggy) to meet to slate members for the  Board of Directors as three Director’s terms are expiring this May.  These are Dan Griggs, Ken Jamsa and Lisa Summers.  Officers are elected from the Board of Directors.  The slate is to be presented at the March meeting.  The officers will then be slated and elected at the May meeting.

Meeting adjourned at 9:10 p.m.

Addendum to the minutes: Barbara has confirmed the Wagon Wheel room for the March 16th meeting and the Pioneer Room for the April 20th Annual meeting.

Peggy Foster, Secretary

