August 17, 2006

Board and Membership Meeting of the

Friends of Turkey Run and Shades State Parks
Vice-Chairman Mike Moloney called the meeting to order at 7:10 in the Pioneer Room at Turkey Run Inn and read the Statement of Purpose.  In attendance were Karen Staub, Carol Scott, Mike Moloney, Lisa and Glen Summers, Barbara Cummings, Nancy Mattson and Dixie Kunze. Quorum established with 4 Board Members present. 

Karen opened the meeting with a special program on the Luther Home property, which is now a part of Shades State Park. After a brief history of the Luthers, she discussed the non- native plants and the progress in removing them. The non-natives are being dug and sold to make money for the Friends. Karen has made a map showing the location and type of plants on the property. Peggy, Marcella, Lois and Pat have all helped. Of special interest, Mrs. Luther was a mentor to Alan Bruner in his study of birds.

Minutes of the July meeting were approved with a correction. Tom (not Jim) Swinford will be a future speaker. (Dixie motion, Carol seconded)

Carol reported a balance of $1352.21. We paid out $301 for insurance, $150 for Bird Day show and took in $70 in new memberships. Rich contributed $42 from his Wildflower Identification Workshops.

PARK INPUT: Barb reported that Bird Day was a success. Thanks to all the Friends who helped. The Park Staff reported 155 at the Birds of Prey show and 350 “contact moments” for the day. This event will be one week later next year. Next event is Archeology Day on Sunday, Sept. 3rd. Glen is doing a basket-weaving demo. Volunteers are needed for 1) plant fibers, 2) fire starting 3) cat tail mats, 4) pinch pots 5) atl-atl spear throwing and 6) someone to cut willows to make dream catchers. Stilt grass eradication will be done by paid Staff this year, but volunteers are still welcome. Park will use weed whackers which are much more efficient than pulling.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

PROGRAM COMMITTEE: Karen Staub reported that all ten members attending had a good time at the bug hike.

Up-Coming meeting programs:

September 20: Tom Swinford or Nancy Mattson

October 18: Tom or Nancy

November 16th, Ken Jamsa (PowerPoint slides on Trails)

December 15th, Christmas Party at the Burns, (note that the day is Friday, not Thursday.)

Longer Programs are:

Aug 31st, Glen Summers, identifying trees by their bark, still planning, call Glen for details

Sept. 10th, Rich Scott, How to know your Birds by Song, still planning, call Rich for details
Sept. 16th, 8AM CILTI Bird Hike, Mossy Point, everyone is invited

Sept. 16th, 2.00 PM Geology program lead by Lee Ann Gilbertsen on one or two trails at Turkey Run. Meet at Nature Center.
Oct.28th, 10AM. Hike led by Rich Scott at Pine Hills Nature Center focusing on the history and stories of the area. Meet at parking lot across from Pine Hills. A 3 to 3 ½  hour hike. 

Nov.4th. 10.00AM at the Turkey Run Nature Center. A pre-holiday nature crafts project. Collect dried flowers, seedpods, grapevines and other plant material. We will make wreaths, swags, decorate hats or anything your imagination creates. Make gifts, home decorations, etc. Led by Karen Staub

PUBLIC RELATIONS/PUBLICITY: Lisa has e-mailed up-coming events to membership.

MEMBERSHIP: Dixie had no new activities. It was suggested that the Friends Banner be displayed at all programs we sponsor.

FINANCE COMMITTEE: No report

HISTORICAL/RESEARCH COMMITTEE: Carol reported that seven people have shown interest. First meeting in September. Call Rich for more information. (From July Minutes: Dave asked if the committee would research the history of the founder of the International Rotary Club at the park.) 

VOLUNTEER COORDINATER: Nancy said keep sending in you hours.

GRANTWRITERS: 

1) Dan is to meet with Barbara to close out the Golden Eagle Grant. (No new report)

2) Nancy is working on a grant for books for the Library. (No new report)

PROJECTS:

Lusk Home Heritage Garden: No report.

Monitor and Control of Invasive Species: No new report. (From July Minutes: Peggy reported that the Invasive Workshop (being organized by Sycamore Trails Resource and Conservation Development Education Committee) is scheduled for September 30th at the Turkey Run Inn in the Pioneer Room.  The cost is $20.  The brochure is being completed and will be available for distribution at a later time.)

Plant Bio-diversity Inventory: No new report.

Silent Auction: Box is finished for silent auction bids.

Luther Property: (See special program notes from Karen Staub)

Photography Contest: No new report. (From July Minutes: Jean and Dan looked at 4-H photographs at the Fair.  Names of the children were taken and resolution will occur later.)

Amphitheater/Rotary Chris has prepared plan for DNR approval. (From July Minutes: Dave asked Friends to consider a $1000 pledge. Construction will not be until next summer.)

OLD BUSINESS: Letter of Agreement Barb and Dave are waiting to meet with Ginger Murphy.

NEW BUSINESS: Dave’s proposal for the Friends to join the INdiana Conservation Alliance was discussed. The members present were in agreement that we should be partnering with as many like-minded organizations as possible. If Barb gets no negative feed back from the IDNR, we will schedule Angela Hughes from INCA for a presentation.
Carol reported that Rich has scheduled and additional Wildflower Identification Workshop and is now working on a tree identification workshop which he would like some volunteers to attend as a trial run.

The meeting adjourned at 8:05PM

Next meeting Sept 20th

Thanks, Dixie for taking the notes.

Peggy Foster, Secretary

