April 19, 2007

Annual Meeting of the

Board and Membership of

Friends of Turkey Run and Shades State Parks
Our annual pitch-in supper was held at 6:00pm in the Wagon Wheel Room at Turkey Run Inn. After the meal, Karen Staub introduced our speaker, Dr. Marion T. Jackson.  Dr. Jackson delivered a very interesting talk about our native trees in Indiana with anecdotes.  He then signed copies of his books that persons had brought to the meeting.  

David Burns, chairperson called the business meeting to order at 8:53. Members in attendance were Karen Staub, Lois Lawson, Ed Timm, Rich and Carol Scott, Mike Moloney, Barbara Cummings, Nancy Mattson, Marcella Larch, Lisa Kaczmarczyk, Peggy Foster and Dave Burns, Ken and Jean Jamsa, Lisa Summers, Dixie Kunze, Donna and Robert Loudermilk, Jack Rice, Cortney Mycroft, John and Mary Burkhart.  Guests were Jaleh Jackson, Marion Jackson, Jim Taylor, Phillip Cox, and Bruce Brown. 

Ken motioned that the minutes of the March meeting be approved as distributed.  Mike seconded the motion and the minutes were approved.  

TREASURER’S REPORT:  Carol reported a balance of $6,452.51 in the treasury.   This total includes two grants received and $641 from Jean and Rich’s workshops on Journaling and Botany and Tree Identification. See attached Treasurer’s report. 

ANNUAL STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS:

PROGRAM COMMITTEE: Karen reported that the goals of 2006/7 were met by providing short programs for the monthly business meetings and longer programs for Friends and guests at other times during the year.  Next month Jim Luzar will speak on soils and riparian buffers and soil erosion prevention.  Karen encouraged anyone with ideas on programs to give her their suggestions.  Ken suggested that Glen might want to present a program on his Appalachian Trail trip when he returns.

PUBLIC RELATIONS/PUBLICITY: Lisa reported that she has sent information about the programs throughout the year to the various local newspapers and feels that the Friends have good “name recognition” throughout the community.

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE:  Dixie reported that she has some overlap with the P/R committee.  She is still working on trying to obtain photographs to go with display ideas and information to the various newspapers.

FINANCE COMMITTEE: Dave reported that the Finance Committee had met four of its five goals for 2006/7 by adapting an operating budget, supporting fundraising activities, supporting grant writing, and implementing a policy for transferring of excess operating funds to the Endowment Fund. The Committee had made no progress in cultivating major donors for the Endowment Fund.

HISTORICAL/RESEARCH COMMITTEES: Rich reported that the DNR has obtained a scanner that will be used to digitize the many paper documents we have on the history of the parks. This information then can be put into much more accessible form for research. Work is ongoing. 

The Research committee is in the final phases of the Park plant inventory. Mounting of 800+ plant specimens is continuing.  This project has been “in process” for three years and he estimates that it will require at least another year before getting the data into a scientific journal. The spin-off of this project has been the very successful plant and tree identification workshops that he has developed and presented. The fees for these programs have been donated to the Friends.

VOLUNTEER COORDINATER REPORT: Nancy noted that The Daily Clintonian reported that 25% of Americans do some kind of volunteer work. The Friends do much better. We recorded 2423 volunteer hours last year, and more hours went unreported. That is equivalent to more than 60 forty-hour weeks or a full time employee for the Parks! Congratulation and Thank You Friends.

ELECTION OF NEW BOARD MEMBERS: Lisa reported that the nominating committee had selected Carol Scott and Mike Moloney to be nominated for their second consecutive terms, and Ken Jamsa and Dixie Kunze were nominated to replace Dave and Peggy. The floor was opened for other nominations; there were none.  Peggy moved nominations be closed, Jack seconded, motion carried. The nominated board members were elected by acclamation. The Board will meet to elect officers, who will be seated at the May meeting.

ANNOUCMENTS: Dave recognized Lisa K as a new Indiana Master Naturalists. She joins several other Friends members who have completed this training. He noted that revisions to the Membership Brochure are almost complete, and a new supply will be ordered. Dave will present proposed changes to the By-Laws at the May meeting. Peggy suggested that members consider making a contribution to the Friends Endowment Fund in memory of deceased friends and relatives. The Parke County Community Foundation will notify the families that a donation has been made in the name of the deceased.  

Next meeting will be May 17. 

Peggy Foster, Secretary   

