April 20,2006

Annual Meeting of the Board and Membership of

The Friends of Turkey Run and Shades State Parks
Dave Burns, Chairman, called the meeting to order in the Pioneer Room of the Turkey Run Inn after a pitch-in meal. The Statement of Purpose was read. Attending the meeting were: John Forcy, Louis Lawson, Cliff Kunze, Karen Staub, Ken Jamsa, Jean Jamsa, Nancy Mattson, Carol Scott, Rich Scott, Mike Moloney, Don Collins, Cathy Trost-Steffen, Ben Steffen, Dixie Kunze, Dave Burns, Dan Griggs, Sue Spence, Jim Spence, John Burkhart, Mary Burkhart, Glenn Summers, Jack Rice, Marcella Larch, Barbara Cummings and Lisa Kaczmarczyk.

Karen introduced the guest speaker, Dr. James Gammon. Dr. Gammon shared the results of his many water quality studies and surveys with the emphasis on Sugar Creek and its tributaries. Mercury, algae and erosion are continuing concerns. Sugar Creek has a great variety of fish including goldfish, gar, sunfish, rock bass, catfish, pumpkinseed, hog sucker, sogger, darter and drum fish. Currently, the best fish community in Indiana is near the Deer Mill covered bridge.

Dr. Gammon was presented with a Friends tee shirt and made an honorary member.

The minutes of the March meeting were approved. Carol reported $1023.71 in the treasury.

Dave thanked outgoing Board Members Ken Jamsa and Lisa Summers. Jean Jamsa reported that the nominating committee had slated Dan Griggs, Nancy Mattson and Karen Staub for two-year terms on the Board.  There were no nominations from the floor. Nominations were closed. Ken Jamsa moved that the new board members be approved, second by Marcella Larch, motion carried. The Board will elect offices at the May meeting.

Park Input

Barb discussed the DNR Welcome Back Weekend, Saturday, May 6. There will be a garlic mustard pull at Shades that day.

Committee Reports

Volunteer Coordinator’s Report Nancy reported that the Friends volunteers have accumulated 2,138 hours this past year. She handed out award ribbons to/for____ Of The Year:

Mary Burkhart
News Reporter

Dave Burns
Sparkplug


Don Collins
Future Grant Writer

Peggy Foster
Lusk Vegetable Master

Dan Griggs
Invasive Eradicator

Sue Griggs
Environmental Supporter

Jean Jamsa
Herbarium Artist 

Ken Jamsa

Photo Communicator

Dixie Kunze
Enthusiasm Personified

Cliff Kunze
Trail Cleaner

Marcella Larch
Butterfly Gardener

Jack Rice

Heritage Keeper

Rich Scott
Homotaxonomist

Carol Scott
Lady Moneybags

Mike Moloney
Budget Forecaster

Karen Staub
Botanist Extrodinaire

Glen Summers
Adz Handler


Lisa Summers
News Broadcaster

Barb Cummings
Naturalist Chief

Program Committee Ken encouraged members to put together program ideas.

Project Reports

Silent Auction Jean reported that the silent auction is on hold until Nellie Myers has returned from medical leave. Jean will have information on the kids’ photography contest at the next meeting.

Dave announced that Main Street Rockville plans to compile a souvenir deck of playing card highlighting scenes from Parke County. As photographers will be credited with their name on the cards, Dave encouraged members to submit photographs in the name of Friends of Turkey Run and Shades State Parks.

Grants

Beginning Grant Writers Workshop: Don Collins, Nancy Mattson and Wilma Shaul have begun training. Don reported that volunteer hours are very valuable when writing grants so please get that information submitted.

Kiosk/Pulliam Grant: Jim Spence is working toward submitting the application by the May 1 deadline. It is hoped to place a kiosk at eight Sugar Creek access sites. It is estimated that each kiosk will cost $6000. Design costs are included in this amount. Brochures will cost $2,000. The grant application will be for a total of $50,000.

Old Business

Invasive Plant Eradication: If you would like to donate cookies for the May 6 Shades eradication, call Peggy. A motion to by refreshment for the volunteers was made and passed.

Herb Faire, May 13: Thirteen trays of plants have been prepared. If members have additional plants to donate, they can be put in containers such as cottage cheese, butter or milk jugs. Karen and Peggy have each rented space at Fairbanks Park in Terre Haute for the Herb Faire. Karen estimates that it will take about three years to remove all the plant from the Luther Homesite.

New Business

Dan reminded the members that now is the prime time to eradicate Garlic Mustard. It is not necessary to get the root since the plant reproduces through seeds.

Meeting adjourned 9:10 PM

Thanks to Dixie for taking the minutes.

Peggy Foster, Secretary   

