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Adrian Rice

Biographical Note

Adrian Rice was born in Belfast in 1958.  He was educated at the University of Ulster, where he graduated with a BA (Hons.) in English and Politics, and a Master of Philosophy in Anglo-Irish Literature (by thesis).
He is a poet and the editor of Abbey Press, Newry, which he co-founded in 1997.  Being an established poet on the Arts Councils’ ‘Writers-in-schools’ scheme’, he teaches creative writing workshops in schools and colleges throughout Ireland.  His first sequence of poems appeared in Muck Island (1990), a collaboration with leading Irish artist, Ross Wilson.  Copies of this limited edition box set are housed in the collections of The Tate Gallery, The Boston Museum of Fine Arts and The Lamont Library, Harvard University.  His second poetry sequence, Impediments (Abbey Press, 1997), also earned him widespread critical acclaim.  He edited Signals (Abbey Press, 1997), an anthology of poetry and prose that was a Times Educational Supplement ‘Paperback Choice’.

He has also edited five anthologies of children’s poetry, art and drama – Life of the Lough (1999), Sea & Shore (2000), Around the Lough (2001), Lough Views (2003), Exploring the Lough: Creative Activities for the Primary School Classroom (2003) and Shore Lines (2004).  

In 1997, he received the Sir James Kilfedder Memorial Bursary for Emerging Artists.  In autumn 1999, as recipient of the US/Ireland Residency Exchange Bursary, he was Poet-in-Residence at Lenoir-Rhyne College, Hickory, North Carolina where he received ‘The Key to the City’.  His first full poetry collection – The Mason’s Tongue (Abbey Press, 1999) – was short listed for the 2001 Christopher Ewart-Biggs Memorial Literary Prize and was nominated for the 2001 Irish Times Prize for Poetry.  He is co-editor of a major new anthology entitled A Conversation Piece: Poetry and Art (The Ulster Museum in association with Abbey Press, June 2002).  His latest publications are The Tin God, a history of Cans Metal Box factory, Portadown which was recently short listed for the ‘Celebrating Our Local History’ Competition by the Northern Ireland Publications Resource; and Insights (as editor), an anthology of poetry from The Dungannon Visually-Impaired Group which was recently awarded Dungannon & South Tyrone Borough Council’s Achievement Award.  He is currently working on There Was a Teacher, co-edited with Molly Rice, a book of creative writing and creative drama exercises for the classroom.  His new book of poetry – The Moongate Sonnets – is forthcoming.
Recent readings include Swarthmore College, Villanova University, and Lenoir-Rhyne College where he has just finished his semester as Visiting Writer-in-Residence. 
www.adrianrice.com
www.abbeypressbooks.com
www.geocities.com/loughproject
Author:
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· Impediments

· The Mason’s Tongue

· The Tin God: A History of Cans Metal Box factory, Portadown

As Editor:

· Signals: An Anthology of Poetry & Prose

· Life of the Lough: An Anthology of Children’s Poetry
· Sea & Shore:  A Children’s Anthology of Poetry & Art

· Around the Lough:  A Children’s Anthology Poetry, Art and Drama

· Exploring the Lough:  Creative Activities for the Primary School Classroom
· Shore Lines:  A Children’s Anthology of Poetry, Art and Drama

· A Conversation Piece: Poetry and Art

· Insights: An Anthology of Poetry

