Explanations





Fort Sumter


Date: 4/10/1861


Location: Charleston, South Carolina


Generals: Gen. Beauregard (C), Garrison Commander Anderson (U)


Goals: Seize Union Fort and war supplies that threatened Charleston (C).


	Casualties: Although there were no casualties during the bombardment, one Union artillerist was killed and three wounded (one mortally) when a cannon exploded prematurely when firing a salute during the evacuation. 


Significance: Confederates bombard, Anderson surrenders - obviously the beginning of  a violent and long civil war.





First Bull Run


Date: 7/21/1861


Location: Manassas Junction, Fiarfax county, Virginia


Generals: McDowell, Patterson (U) - Johnston, Beauregard (C)


Goals:  McDowell and Union army pushed to attack by politicians who wanted an immediate victory to solidify their standings.


Casualties: 1,750 (C), 2,950 (U)


Significance: Confederate Victory - Showed people that the war was not about to end quickly, considered the first battle of the Civil War, gave more momentum and legitimacy to the Confederacy.





Fort Henry/Donelson


Date: 2/12/1862


Location: Stewart County, Kentucky


Generals: Floyd (C), Grant (U)


Goals: 	Take over Fort Henry, penetrate Tennessee/Cumberland Rivers. (U)


	Casualties: 15,067 (C), 2,832 (U)


Significance: Union Victory - kept Kentucky in the Union and allowed Tennessee to become a route of advance for the Union - Earned Grant a promotion from Brig. Gen. to Maj. Gen.





Shiloh


Date: 4/6/1862


Location: Pittsburg Landing, Hardin County, Tennessee


Generals: Johnston (C), Grant (U)


Goals: Stop Grant’s advance down Tennessee River, fortify position (C)


	Continue invasion down Tennessee River (U)


Casualties: 10,694 (C), 13,047 (U)


Significance: Union Victory - Grant’s second significant victory, caused Confederates’ continual retreat until mid-August.





Peninsula Campaign (7 Days)


Date: 6/25 - 7/1/1862


Location: Henrico and Hanover County, Virginia:


	Oak Grove


	Beaver Dam


	Creek


	Gaine’s Mill


	Savage’s Station


	Glendale


	Malvern


Generals: Lee (C), McClellan (U)


Goals: McClellan was trying to get close enough to Richmond to put the town under siege. The Confederates were again trying to stop Northern advancements of the Peninsula Campaign.


Casualties: 20,614 (C), 15,849 (U)


Significance: Several inconclusive battles, Union victories in Beaver Dam and Malvern Hill, Confederate victory at Gaines’ Mill.





Second Bull Run/Manassas


Date: 8/28 - 8/30/1862


Location: Manassas, Prince William County, Virginia.


Generals: Lee (C), Pope (U)


Goals: General Jackson attacks Union as they pass across Warrenton Turnpike in order to draw Pope’s army into battle and further defend against Union advance.


Casualties: 9,197 (C), 16,054 (U)


Significance: Confederate Victory and decisive battle of Northern Virginia Campaign - Pope’s forces driven back with heavy causalities.





Antietam


Date: 9/16 - 9/18/1862


Location: Sharpsburg, Washington County, Maryland


Generals: Lee (C), McClellan, Hooker(U)


Goals: Attempt invasion into Union Territory after victories in Virginia, Lee (C)


Casualties: 13,724 (C), 12,410 (U)


Significance: Seemingly inconclusive battle, but important to Union strategy (Maryland Campaign). Most casualties in one day than any other during the war.





Fredericksburg


Date: 12/11/1862


Location:


Generals: Lee (C), Burnside (U)


Goals: Position the Union Army on a direct route to Richmond, secure supply line to Washinton. (U) - Prevent the Union from crossing the Rappahannock river into Fredericksburg (C)


Casualties: 5,309 (C), 12,653 (U)


Significance: Confederate Victory - Although a loss for the north, it showed the south the vast resources of the north, who easily replenished troops. The South lost over 5,000 troops, and could not replenish man power or supplies. Last attack for Richmond till next spring.





Chancellorsville


Date: 5/1/1863


Location: Chancellorsville, Spotsylvania County, Virginia


Generals: Lee (C), Hooker (U)


Goals: Turn the Confederate left flank by crossing the Rappahannock and Rapidan Rivers and concentrating forces at Chancellorsville. (U)


Casualties: 12,764 (C), 16,792 (U)


Significance: Confederate Victory - Union Generals Berry and Whipple killed, Jackson killed by friendly fire.





Gettysburg


Date: 7/1/1863


Location: b


Generals: Lee (C), Meade (U)


Goals: Launch an offensive into Pennsylvania to destroy a supply railroad bridge in Harrisburg, as well as find much needed supplies in southern Pennsylvanian towns. (C)


Casualties: 28,063 (C), 23,049 (U)


Significance: Union Victory - Confederacy never able to recover from losses, Lee would never again launch an offensive into Union Territory, the desperate attempt of Pickett’s charge of 15,000 men ended with 10,000 casualties. Left the Confederacy extremely low on supplies and physically exhausted and ill-motivated.





Vicksburg (Union Victory)


Date: 5/18/1863


Location:


Generals: Pemberton (C), Grant (U)


Goals: Gain control of Vicksburg and the Mississippi River (U).


Casualties: 31,275 (C), 4,559 (U)


Significance: Union Victory - A six week siege of Vicksburg caused General Pemberton to surrender, giving up the city and 30,000 men. Split the Confederacy in two halves. Union captures of Hudson and Louisiana gave Union control to the entire Mississippi.





Chicamaugua


Date: 9/19/1863


Location: Catoosa/Walker County, Georgia.


Generals: Bragg (C), Rosecrans (U)


Goals: Force the Confederates out of Chattanooga (U)


Casualties: 18,454 (C), 18,179 (U)


Significance: Confederate Victory - Union fails to take Chattanooga and retreats back to Chicamaugua while the Confederate occupy the hills surrounding the town.





Wilderness


Date: 5/5/1864


Location: Spotsylvania county, Virginia


Generals: Lee (C), Grant (U)


Goals: Overland Campaign (U)


Casualties: 11,400 (C), 18,400 (U)


	Significance: Inconclusive - Fighting took place in dense wooded areas, both the Confederacy and Union armies nearly collapsed. Union generals James S. Wadsworth and Alexander Hays were killed. Confederate generals John M. Jones, Micah Jenkins, and Leroy A. Stafford were killed. The battle was a draw, but Grant did not retreat as had the other Union generals. On May 7, the Federals advanced by the left flank toward the crossroads of Spotsylvania Courthouse. 





Spottsylvania


Date: 5/12/1864 (5/8-5/21)


Location:


Generals: Lee (C), Hancock (U)


Goals: Keep advancing to Richmond (U)


Casualties: 12,000 (C), 18,000 (U)


	Significance: Inconclusive - On May 21, Grant disengaged and continued his advance on Richmond. Union generals Sedgwick (VI Corps commander) and Rice were killed. Confederate generals Johnson and Steuart were captured, Daniel and Perrin mortally wounded. Grant did manage to capture a division of Lee’s army.





Cold Harbor


Date: 6/1/1864


Location: Hanover County, Virginia


Generals: Lee (C), Grant (U)


Goals: Continue to Richmond, Seize crossroads of Old Cold Harbor, threaten Petersburg (U) - Recapture Old Cold Harbor crossroads (C).


Casualties: 2,500 (C), 12,000 (U)


Significance: Confederate Victory - Slaughtered 3 divisions of Grants Army, forced his retreat across James River at Weyanoke, made it impossible for Union to take any easy or direct routes to Richmond.





Petersburg


Date: 6/15/1864


Location: Petersburg, Virginia


Generals: Beauregard (C), Grant (U)


Goals: Capture Petersburg and proceed to Richmond. (U)


Casualties: 2,970 (C), 8,150 (U)


Significance: Confederate Victory - Confeds initially forces back, but inforcements from Army of Northern VA enabled them to retake Petersburg from the Union. Left Union with only one option to capture Petersburg: siege. Union Gen. James St. Clair Morton, chief engineer of the IX Corps, was killed on June 17.





Sherman’s March


Date: 11/12/1864


Location: To Atlanta (9/2) Left (11/12), to Savannah (12/10), to Columbia, NC (2/17), to


Generals:


Goals: Originally to capture Atlanta, but unopposed, Sherman continued on to the sea, burning cities and destroying southern morale, and then proceeded northward.


Casualties:


	Significance: Sherman practiced psychological warfare - by marching his army across the state he would prove to the Confederate population that its government could not protect the people from invaders.








Appomattox (Confederate Surrender)


Date: 3/29/1865 (3/25 - 4/12)


Location: Appomattox Village, Virginia


Generals: Lee (C), Grant (U)


Goals: Break Grant’s siege on Petersburg by attacking Fort Stedmen


Casualties: 10,780 (U)


Significance: Union Victory, battle lasted for only 2 hours - Robert E. Lee had retreated from Fort Stedman back into Richmond, into Danville, and eventually into Appomattox after having a forth of his men captured. Lee had 30,000 men, Grant had 4 times as many. Lee and the Army of Northern Virginia surrender to Grant, the war is over. The south had no fighting force left. Richmond was captured, the railroad supply lines were under Union control as well as the Mississippi. The civil war came to an end as Lee and Grant agreed to peace term April 12th.




















