An Eton Christmas
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Carmen Etonense is the school song of Eton College. It is sung at the end of each
year during the school concert.

The second verse affirms that play and work are equally important: "Whether the
reason for glory is the ball or the oar, there is one glory in victory." The
underlying reason is suggested by the last verse of "O come, all ye faithful":
Verbum caro factum, the Word is made flesh. And since the rivers may be frozen
at Christmas, the oar has become the Skaters' Waltz.

In the third verse, the Eton song is paired with "Personent Hodie", a twelfth-century
Christmas text. "Personent Hodie" was published in the Finnish collection Piae
Cantiones in 1582. It is best known today from its setting by Gustav Holst.



