Language Arts & Social Studies Joint Project

1st Quarter


“This is Who I Am…” Scrapbook Project



Project Structure: The project will be composed of the following FIVE sections:






You will be graded according to the following:

Completion/ Meets Guidelines







Points are received based on the completion of each section of the project

Quality of Content









Points are received based on the thoroughness and thoughtfulness of the responses to each section (project content).

Quality of Appearance








Points are received based on the neatness and creativity of the project.  This also includes the presence of pictures/graphics AND a front & back cover.



THIS SHEET MUST BE INCLUDED AT THE BACK OF YOUR FINAL PROJECT!





I.  What’s In A Name- Students reflect on the meaning & origin of their names.  Students may choose ONE from the following options:


Ask a family member to explain the story behind your name.  Write a paragraph explaining how they came up with your name. Explain your own feelings about the name you were given.


Create a new name that better reflects who you are and give the meanings of this new name.  What about your identity makes this a “better” name for you? Write a paragraph.


Research the origin of your name(s).  Where does it come from?  What does it mean? What nation or culture is it connected to? Write a paragraph-long explanation.








II.  Important People in My Life- Students attempt to gather information about family and/or friend connections.  Choose ONE of the following:


Create a diagram of the people who are important in your life.  This may include family, friends of the family, best-friends, coaches, religious leaders, teachers, etc.  You should have a definite connection with the person. Label the name & write a brief description about why the person is important to you.


Create a family tree by talking to family members about the family connections that you have. See Ms. McLeod for the suggested format.


Interview a person in your life who has impacted your identity in some way.  It can be any adult who you admire and who has contributed to your growth in some manner. Follow the specific guidelines provided by Ms. McLeod.














III. Identity Formation…- Choose ONE of the options below: 


Write a 1-2 page memoir that reflects on an experience that helped shape/change/complicate the formation of your identity in some way.  See Mrs. Bugg for specific format.





Write an autobiographical poem/song/rap (similar to “The Ending Poem”) that discusses experience(s) that helped shape/change/complicate the formation of your identity in some way.  Poem should be at least one page long. NO ACROSSTIC POEMS!


***BOTH OPTIONS REQUIRE THE USE OF DESCRIPTIVE WRITING & IMAGERY!!!!








IV.  I am… - Students attempt to sum themselves up by filling out information for ALL the following headings: 


Identity- Using the definition for “identity” as explained in class, provide a thorough description of your own identity.


Heritage/Traditions- What are some things that represent your heritage?  What are some traditions that you and your family and/or friends have?  Why are they important? How have they impacted your own identity formation?


Geographic Connections- Where are you from?  Where is your family from?  Where have you been?  Where do you hope to go/travel?


Values- List 5 things that you value and explain why these things are important to you.


Goals- What are your short-term goals for this year?  What are your long-term goals for life?  How do you plan to achieve these goals?  Write at least 2 paragraphs.








AFTER YOU HAVE COMPLETED ALL OF THE SECTIONS YOU MUST PUT IT TOGETHER IN THE FORM OF A SCRAPBOOK.  SPECIFICALLY, YOUR PROJECT MUST HAVE A FRONT & BACK COVER.  ALSO, PICTURES and/or GRAPHICS MUST BE PRESENT THROUGHOUT THE PROJECT (on each page)!





Purpose:


Students will create a primary source document in the form of a scrapbook that reflects who they are as both individuals and members of communal groups.  This project is also meant to emphasize the importance of “history as memory.” Students should understand that their memories are also apart of history; these projects will serve as primary sources about their lives and the time period.  Overall, students will be assessing components of their identity while reflecting on the influences that have made them who they are today.


You will receive 2 grades for this project: One for Language Arts and one for Social Studies.





V. Reflection- Students will reflect on the process of creating this project as well as the importance of this unit by addressing the following questions:


What has been learned about yourself or the people you care about while doing this project? Has your perspective changed in terms of how you view your identity and/or the identity of others? Explain why or why not.


What would you do differently if you were able to do this project again. (If “nothing”, then explain why).


What was the best part about this project?  What was your least favorite part?








