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CHOICE #1


Research info on contemporary genocides and create an informational Power Point presentation (10-15 slides of text).  Include background info as well as info on what changes have or have not occurred throughout the conflicts.  You should also note what roles other nations are playing in the conflict.  The presentation must include a Works Cited slide.  Be prepared to present your work.








CHOICE #2


Choose a specific aspect about life/ culture in the 1940’s.  You may consider researching the music, fashions, politics/policies, race relations, family structures, etc.  Create an informational Power Point presentation or video (10-15 slides of text).  Include background info as well as info on what changes have or have not occurred within this specific area from 1940 to the present.  Be sure to include info on the causes and implications of these changes.  The presentation must include a Works Cited slide.  Be prepared to present your work.








CHOICE #3


Create a series of posters (3 or more) that will persuade young people to respect differences in people, avoid negative peer pressure OR that will boost their “faith in humanity”.  Be sure to include info on what changes teenagers can make in their lives to accomplish these goals.  Posters must include a THEME (message), slogan, graphics, color, & matting.  Be prepared to place your posters on display for the other 8th graders.


Choose a social issue in today’s society about which you are concerned.  Some examples might be modern genocide, religious intolerance, global warming, violence in your neighborhood, etc.  Similar to Art Speigelman’s Maus II, create a graphic novel that 1) explains the history of the problem; 2) describes the changes that have occurred because of this problem.  Your graphic novel must include the use of various literary elements such as characterization, plot, theme, etc.








CHOICE #4


Write a short story (or play) 3-6 pages that a) takes place during 1940’s/ WWII or b) grapples with themes similar to those found in our readings (i.e. The Wave, Maus II, Member of the Wedding, The Book Thief,  Anne Frank).  All stories/plays must include a plot, conflict, characterization and other literary elements.  Be prepared to share your work with others in some capacity.











CHOICE #5


Create a monologue (2 pages) from the perspective of one the characters in our readings.  The monologue should reveal new insights about the character’s deepest thoughts and emotions as they relate to the events that are taking place around them.  Pay specific attention to the character’s feelings about the changes that they are going through.  Be prepared to perform your piece for the class.








Got another topic or project you’re interested in doing?  Great!  Before you try it out you MUST GET APPROVAL FROM YOUR LANGUAGE ARTS TEACHER!!!!








