Hand Out #4

Name:___________________


Elements of the Short Story

CONFLICT is one of the most important elements of the short story.   It is essential to the PLOT of the story!  Why do you think this is so?
The conflict is usually based on the form of the story’s ANTAGONIST: who or what is opposing the protagonist in an attempt to complicate his/her goals.

Man vs. Himself =
Man vs. Man =
Man vs. Society =
Man vs. Nature =
Man vs. Supernatural =
Man vs. God =
Man vs. Machine =

The conflict is classified as _________________ if it is a struggle within one’s self, ie. The character must make some pressing decision, overcome some sort of trauma/pain, or deal with issues within him/herself.

The conflict is classified as _________________ if it is a struggle with a force outside of one’s self.
What are some conflicts that you can remember from a story/movie you have read/seen?

1.

2.

3.
