Questions for Outsiders by Howard Becker (Academic Text; Sociological Text)

PLEASE DO NOT WRITE ON THIS PAPER!  COPY & RESPOND TO THE QUESTIONS ON A SEPARATE SHEET OF PAPER!!
Based on the concept of the “outsider” as “deviant”…

1. What is the definition of an “outsider”?  Why are these “outsiders” referred to in the text as “deviant”?

2. What role do rules play in the labeling of an individual as “deviant” or “outsider”?

3. Why might the supposed “outsider” actually label those around him/her as the “true” outsiders?

4. What social groups are present in your Literature Circle Novels?

5. What sorts of rules are enforced by these groups?  Who does the enforcing?  Do you believe these rules to be legitimate?

6. How might you (if at all) relate to the rules established by the social groups within your novel?

7. What rules has the “outsider” in your novel broken according to the group to which he/she belongs?

8. Has your character in the novel actually broken a rule or are they perceived to have broken a rule?
9. What are some differences between the varying definitions provided in the text about what deviance means?  What is the author’s stance on these definitions?
10. Which definition would you apply to the “outsider” in your novel and why?

11. Page 8 states that “deviance is created by society.”  Explain what is meant by this statement.  Do you agree, explain.
12.  According to Becker, why might groups “force their rules on others who do not subscribe to them”? (page 16).  Give an original example per reason given by Becker.
13. What role does power play in this naming process of the “other”/ “outsider”/ “deviant” ? Explain.

14. How would the protagonist(s) and antagonist(s) of your novels respond to Becker’s chapter on the “outsider”?  Explain.

