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Elements of the Short Story
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DEFINITION: The Point of View is the angle/perspective from which the story is told.  It is related to the experiences of the NARRATOR not the AUTHOR!
*A story may be told using one of the following perspectives:
1. FIRST PERSON- Story is narrated by either the protagonist OR a character in the story who closely observes the protagonist.  The reader sees the story only through the eyes of this narrator as he/she experiences it; the reader only knows what the narrator knows. HINT: A reader can often tell when the story is being told in the first person because the narrator uses pronouns such as I, ME,WE, US, etc
2. THIRD PERSON- This can appear in different forms.  Two main types of third person point of view are LIMITED and OMNISCIENT.  HINT: A reader can often tell when the story is being told in the third person because the narrator uses pronouns such as HE, SHE,THEY, etc.
a. LIMITED- The narrator picks one character and follows him/her throughout the story.  The story is seen through the perspective of this character.
b. OMNISCIENT - The narrator has access to the thoughts, feelings, and motivations of different characters throughout the story.  Therefore, the story may be seen through the eyes of multiple characters!
*Credibility + Reliabilty?
A reader must always ask him/herself whether or not the narrator of the story is credible and reliable, meaning- can you trust and believe what this narrator is telling you throughout the story?  If a narrator is found to be unreliable then it is up to the reader to use his/her discretion in deciding what to believe throughout the story!
Examples of Possibly Unreliable Narrators:  

1) The narrator is the voice of a very young child who is very inexperienced in life

2) The narrator often lies to the reader when revealing information throughout the story

3) The narrator exhibits extreme bias towards a particular character, belief, or event

4) The narrator has some sort of mental/emotional instability that clouds their judgement
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