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Philosophy of Education & Teaching

· My philosophy of education is best characterized by the desire to promote and implement educational excellence beyond mere academic parity.  Important to this objective is my belief in the use of culturally relevant curricula in order to engage students and connect classroom learning to their lives and communities.  

· All students enter the classroom with valuable knowledge; it is my desire to use this knowledge as the basis for learning.  

· I believe that students should be provided the opportunity to serve as both the learner and the educator within the classroom.  This is encouraged through the use of collaborative learning that highlights group success while emphasizing individual responsibility and excellence. 

· I want to address the students’ development as a “whole person”- this requires getting to know the student beyond the academic realm.

· I want to prepare my students to be responsible, critical thinkers who can successfully function as adults in the world in which they are apart.  

· I want to create a classroom environment in which students are excited to learn.  Ultimately, I want to foster a classroom culture that inspires and provokes students’ love for learning.

· Creativity and personal expression play a major role in my teaching practices and interactions with students.  I encourage students to find various means by which they may express their opinions.  This is often emphasized through the incorporation of art, music, poetry, and film within my curriculum.

· I also believe in overall academic excellence: students must be able to master necessary skills & content materials.  Students must then be able to synthesize these skills in order to develop critical analysis of content material.


