Non-fiction Unit

Name:________________

8th Grade Language Arts Social Studies 

DUE DATE:________________

Contemporary Social Issues Project



PART I.  SELECTING YOUR RESOURCES:  

You must find 5 non-fiction resources that discuss your topic.  Use at least 3 different types of non-fiction resources.  You MUST COMPLETE & SUBMIT THE WORK CITED SHEET!!
Examples of Non-Fiction Sources-

( Newspaper/ Magazine Article 

( Documentary


( Online Article



( Speech


( Non-fiction book



( Informational pamphlets/ sites


( Academic Paper

PART II.  ANALYSIS OF THE ISSUE & SOURCES:   

a) ANALYSIS OF SOURCES- For each source write a thorough response in the designated section on the worksheet. You MUST use complete sentences!!!!
b) ANALYSIS OF THE ISSUE- Thoroughly complete the chart provided.  You MUST use complete sentences!!!

PART III. ME?  AN ACTIVIST?  

For this component of the project you must create & implement a Plan of Action!  You may use the readings from It’s Your World, So Change It for some ideas of possible ways to be an activist.  Your goal is to do something to help address the social issue that you are researching.  

a) This section requires that you actually DO something!  Do NOT wait until the last minute, as it will require a few weeks worth of planning!  Please see the back of this sheet for example projects.
b) You will need to produce some form of creative aid for this section (details in Part IV)

c) In addition to actually implementing your plan, you must also complete the My Action Plan Form provided.

PART IV.  CREATIVITY & THE DIDACTIC:   

This part of the assignment requires you to use your creativity to relay a message that will educate others about the issue.  Whatever you choose should be used in the implementation of your Action Plan (Part III).  Below are a few choices; see Mrs. Bugg or Ms. McLeod to get other ideas approved:

( Create a 4 minute Public Service Announcement (Audio or Video) –must include script


( Write an Opinion Piece or Article for a local newspaper


( Create a promotional CD that contains 3 or more original songs (4 verses+)                                        
· Create an informational Pamphlet
· Create a short Documentary about your issue
· Write & illustrate a Children’s Book

· Create an informational website

· Design a video game/ create a board game
	American Poverty


	International relations 

	Poor body image for teenage girls


	Teen pregnancy 

	Homelessness 

	Problems in education; Achievement Gap

	Teen suicide 

	Stereotypes of ____

	Gang violence

	Domestic abuse in teenage relationships

	"Posing" & Peer Pressure

	Affirmative action

	Other?

	ASSSIGNMENT
	DUE DATE

	Choose topic 
	T, April 28

	In Class work/research sessions; PART I DUE  
	W & Th. Apr. 29-30*

	Complete ANALYSIS OF ISSUE (Part II, B)
	F, May 1*

	Work-Day: Complete ANALYSIS OF SOURCE (Part II, A)
	 M, May 4*

	Media Center work day; NOTE: Part III needs to be completed before Part IV; you’ll need AT LEAST 3 weeks to implement your actual ACTION PLAN!!
	May 7

	Work Day- LAST DAY to submit initial Draft of “My Action Plan Form” AND Draft of Plan for Part IV for approval/ feedback
	F, May 8*

	Check in if assistance/last minute guidance is needed 
	May 21 & 22*

	Final /Completed Version of  Parts III & IV; Practice your presentations in class
	F, May 29*

	PRESENTATIONS of Parts III & IV
	Mon-Fri, June 1-5


PROJECT TIMELINE:
	GOAL
	PART III.-Action Plan Idea
	PART IV.- Product

	I want to work with elementary school students to teach them about the dangers of bullying.


	I will do a workshop about how to not be a bully to 2 classes of 1st graders at Watts Elementary School’s after-school program or at my church/synagogue/ mosque
	I like the idea of writing and drawing; I want to create and illustrate a children’s book and use it in my presentation to the students.

	I want to provide information to teenagers about depression & how they can get help
	I will invite students to a lunch seminar that focuses on how to recognize the signs of depression / where to get help for themselves or their friends.
I will have a school counselor come in to help me lead the discussion
	I will create a website using a free site from Yahoo.  The website will have 4 sections: Symptoms, Causes, How Friends Can Help, Where to get help.  I will present this website to the students during the lunch seminar.


	I want to tell many people about why they shouldn’t participate in under-age drinking
	I will contact the Public Broadcasting Station or the DPS channel to attempt to get my message on air to hundreds of people
	I will create a 3-4 minute Public Service Announcement DVD; I will make appropriate contact with the stations and submit my DVD to be shown on air

	I want to share info with teenagers & adults about how gangs are affecting our community
	I will spread information around the school in various forms; I will arrange to have my pamphlets used in the Guidance Office, place pockets of pamphlets in the classrooms of 7th, 8th, & 9th graders, & then host a “Chat-n-Chew”
	I will create and make copies of an informational pamphlet; I will then use these pamphlets to post around the school; I will also use them to distribute during the “Chat-n-Chew”


*Due at the end of that class period
SAMPLE ACTION PLANS & PRODUCTS

INSTRUCTIONS:


Select a topic from the list of social issues provided.  If you do not see a topic that interests you, then you may select a topic that is not on the list to be approved by Mrs. Bugg or Ms. McLeod.  The topic that you select should be something that you are passionate about, have a personal connection to, or have questions about- and you should be willing to DO something to help the problem!  Be sure to follow the timeline on the back of this paper to receive full credit! This project may be completed individually OR as a group of up to 3 people. This is a joint project for LA & SS; it will count for BOTH classes!!








EXAMPLE TOPIC LIST:














