Name: ___________________

Date:____________


Word Origins

Bad News: In life there are always going to be words that we either don’t know or don’t understand.

Good News: Many of these words can be broken into easier parts that give us clues about the meaning!

These easier parts are called roots, prefixes, and suffixes (you may remember learning about them in an earlier grade).

ROOT or BASE: refers to the essential part of the word and is where the word derives its meaning

PREFIX: a letter or letters added to the FRONT of a word that can change the meaning of the root word

SUFFIX: a letter or letters added to the END of a word that can change its tense and/or change the meaning of the root word

Example Word:  UNUSEABLE
UN = Prefix
USE = Root
ABLE = Sufix

Greek root
Basic meaning
Example words

1. -anthrop-
human
misanthrope, philanthropy, anthropomorphic

2. -chron-
time
anachronism, chronic, chronicle, synchronize, chronometer

3. -dem-
people
democracy, demography

4. -morph-
form
amorphous, metamorphic, morphology

5. -path-
feeling, suffering
empathy, sympathy, apathy

6. -pedo-, -ped-
child, children
pediatrician

7. -philo-, -phil-
having a strong affinity or love for
philanthropy

8. -phon-
sound
polyphonic, phonetics

9. scrib-, -script


to write


describe, description, prescription



The following tables give a list of Greek and Latin prefixes and their basic meanings.

Greek prefix
Basic meaning
Example words

1. a-, an-
without
amoral, atypical

2. anti-, ant-
opposite; opposing; against
anticrime, antipollution, antacid

3. auto-
self, same
autobiography, automatic, autopilot

4. bio-, bi-
life, living organism
biology, biography

5. geo-
Earth; geography
geography, geophysics, geopolitics

6. hyper-
excessive, excessively
hyperactive, hypercritical, hypersensitive

7. micro-
small
microcosm, microscope, microwave

8. mono-
one, single, alone
monochrome, monosyllable, monotone

9. neo-
new, recent
neonatal, Neo-Soul Music, neoconservatism

10. thermo-, therm-
heat
thermal, thermometer, thermostat

Latin prefix 
Basic meaning
Example words

1. co-
together
coauthor, coedit, coexist

2. de-
reversal or removal
deactivate, debone, defrost

3. dis-
not, not any
disbelief, discomfort, discredit, disrespect

4. inter-
between, among
international, intertwine, intercellular

5. non-
not
nonessential, nonresident, nonviolence, nonstop

6. post-
after
postdate, postwar, postnatal

7. pre-
before
preconceive, preexist, premeditate, prepay

8. re-
again
rearrange, rebuild, recall, remake, rewrite

9. sub-
under; below
submarine, subway, subhuman, substandard

10. trans-
across, beyond, through
transatlantic, transnational

Words and word roots may also combine with suffixes. Here are examples of some important English suffixes that come from Greek:

Greek suffix
Basic meaning
Example words

1.-graph
something written or drawn; 
monograph, phonograph

2.-logue, -log
speech, discourse; to speak
monologue, dialogue, travelogue

3.-logy
theory, study of
phraseology, biology, dermatology

4.-meter, -metry
measuring device; measure
spectrometer, geometry, kilometer, parameter, perimeter

5.-oid
forms adjectives and nouns and means “like, resembling” or “shape, form”
humanoid, spheroid, trapezoid

6. -phile
one that loves or has a strong affinity for; loving
audiophile, Francophile

7.     phobe,   -phobia
one that fears a specified thing; an intense fear of a specified thing
Arachnophobia, xenophobe, xenophobia 

8.-phone
sound; device that receives or emits sound; speaker of a language
homophone, telephone, Francophone

