Example of How to Answer a Response/ Discussion Question


1. Ito reveals the outcome of “Obasan in Suburbia” in the first paragraph.  How did this affect your reading of the selection?  Would you have preferred the outcome to be a surprise?


It really didn’t have an affect. No.





Ruined the surprise.





Having the ending revealed at the beginning of the story truly affected my reading.  Specifically, as I read I was attempting to gather information that would explain the odd opening: “…my grandmother…got kicked out of her house for leaving her kimono in the bathroom….”  I wanted to know why and how a person could kick their own grandmother out of her own house.  Usually I read quickly because I want to find out how the story will end; in this instance, I was able to slow down and absorb the details of the story since I already knew the outcome.


In general, I prefer to have the ending be a surprise because it gives the reader something to look forward to after reading the entire story.  With this in mind, I would have preferred if the author, Susan Ito would have saved the ending because it would have been a more shocking conclusion.





Since the author put the ending of the story in the opening, I was not as anxious to finish reading because I already knew what was going to happen.  This made the story a little less interesting because Ito ruins the surprise that the grandmother gets kicked out of her own house.  I truly wish that the author would have left the ending as a surprise because it gives my reading a purpose!  It is hard for me to read something if I already know what’s going to happen!





It really affected my reading of the story.  I do not really care whether or not the ending is a surprise or not, but usually I prefer surprises.








