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ELEMENTS OF THE SHORT STORY

There are several major elements of the short story:

CHARACTER

PLOT

SETTING

THEME


CONFLICT
POINT OF VIEW

We will start off with CHARACTER:

There are two meanings for the word character- 

1) A person in a work of fiction  

2) The characteristics of a person in a work of fiction, or the identity of the character

If a character has many characteristic/personality changes throughout the story (negative or positve) then the character is described as DYNAMIC.

If the character only has one or two characteristics that never change throughout the story then the character is described as STATIC.

The character that is central to the story (the main character) is called the PROTAGONIST.
The main character in the story that works against the protagonist is called the ANTAGONIST.

Characters must seem real.  CHARACTERIZATION is the information the author gives to the reader about the characters’ identity.  Here are some examples of what the author may tell you about the character:

1) physical appearance

2) what he/she says, thinks, feels, and dreams

3) what he/she does or does not do

4) what others say about him/her and how others react to him/her

Similar to real life people, a character may have a PERSONA and REPUTATION in the story.  It is important to always keep an eye out for this information because it helps the reader better understand the characters.

PRACTICE:

List the characters in the story and write 2 characteristics beside their names:

Who is the PROTAGONIST? Why?

Who is the ANTAGONIST? Why?

Does the protagonist change by the end of the story? If so, how?

In your opinion, is the character DYNAMIC or STATIC? Why?

Describe the CHARACTERIZATION of the protagonist (what the author chooses to tell the reader about the Protagonist’s identity)?

